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C/HASTITY has ever been deemed die most ex- 
alted female virtue — the jewel which alone elevated 
its possessor in the estimation of society, and the 
absence of which renders woman stigmatized, de* 
graded, and worthless. Every man is willing to 
subscribe to this in theory: bnt it is continually 
opposed by practical contradiction; for we daily 
find instances of women whose incontinence has 
been the most glaring and the most disgusting to 
manly delicacy, commanding the adoration, and 
constituting the felicity of the most exalted charac- 
ters. This is a consideration which ought not to be 
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passed over*lightly. If chastity be of such inesti- 
mable value as that which we attach to it in theory) 
let not all the blandishments of fortune, talent, 
beauty, and polished manners, give to a worthless ob- 
ject power orer our hearts and understandings: on 
the other hand, if it be not ; if it be of so little con- 
. sequence in the way of fixing regard, then let not 
female frailty, unvarnished by those acquisitions and 
accomplishments, degrade the victim of error be- 
neath her true rank and level in society. This op* 
position between theory and practice ought not to be 
• passed over without thought. The moment a female 
deviates from the path of rectitude, or rather the mo- 
ment she commits -an act of incontinence, she is cal- 
led worthless, .and often infamous ; but look at the 
•conduct. of those men, who are continually in the 
habit of throwing these censures, and what sort of a 
picture does it offer to our contemplation ? Whilst 
frigid unalluring chastity — cold conjugal fidelity, sits 
moping in neglect and solitude, unable to fix the 
faithless wanderer, the fascinating prostitute waves 
' her wand like a sorceress, draws him within the ma- 
gic circle of pleasure; and moral duty, domestic 
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affection, -with erery tie that cements society, if. 
Swallowed np in sensual indulgence* 

' " The web of our life is of a mingled yarn/* 
There is no character so vicious as not to possess 
some portion of virtue; nor, on the other hand, is 
there any virtue but what is sufficiently tempered 
with human imperfection. The woman of un- 
tainted character will often be found infected with 
pride and envy, sometimes prone to detraction, with- 
out feeling for misfortune, or mercy for human 
frailty; while on the other hand, the courtesan 
inay often be found possessing a heart replete with 
•the milk of human kindness, and " a hand, open as 
the day to melting charity." These considerations 
candour demands of us in entering upon an under- 
taking like the present; but though, whilst contem- 
plating the character of her who forms the subject 
of these memoirs, we would make every fair al- 
lowance for those failings which are but too conspi- 
cuous in her character, we must give the cause of 
morality fair play ; we must observe that the 1 reign 
of vice appears to be short and uncertain, affording 
b2 



4- AUTHENTIC VEMOI&S OF 

no pleasure in retrospect, leading nothing behind 
which can serve as a Jxrop to the mind ui the hour 
of calamity, while, on the contrary, virtuous self- 
denial, giyes a true relish of life; and will, at every 
period of existence, prove a source of cheering re- 
fection. Woman comes from the hand of her 
Maker impressed with a delicacy of feeling, which, 
when once obliterated, the charm is gone which re* 
gulated the whole moral character. When the 
bonds of early affection have been broken, no at- 
tachment is found in which the heart has any con* 
cern. Pleasure and parade are the only objects of 
pursuit — Life is passed in satiety, and terminate^ 
in languor, disappointment,. and disgust. 

4&midsi times of most portentous aspect, when 
political topics of the utmost importance to the 
cause of Europe agitated the public mind, and fixed 
general attention, a female of obscure origin starts 
all at once into notoriety, and the fate of armies, 
the disasters of war, and the down&l of kingdoms, 
are all put to flight by ft* interest which she es- 
ajtec. Her character and ottwJuet are the then)* pf 
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«very toftgue, and every circumstance of her life is 
enquired into with the moat eager curiosity: We 
have no intention in the course of the present work 
to enter into a discussion • of those important ques- 
tions relative to the alledged existence of dangerous 
abuses in the military department of the state, that 
have formed! the basis of that enquiry which called 
our heroine into notice — these have been so amply 
sifted and discussed by members of parliament and 
the prints of the day, that for any single individual 
to pronounce an opinion upon the guilt or innocence 
of the illustrious personage who has been the object 
of the enquiry, would be, in some degree, an in. 
suit to the understanding of a British public. This 
is a subject upon which every one will think and de- 
cide for himself. If his Royal Highness the Duke 
of York be guilty, of what has been urged against 
him, all the efforts of legal ingenuity exerted and 
combined in his favour will only enlarge the features 
of moral turpitude, and render them more odious and 
disgusting. On the contrary, if he be really inno*. 
cent, if he fye as his friends would represent him, 
no more than the victim of popular clamour, that 
b3 _ * 
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populaT clamour, like the idle blast, will soon past 
by, and history will do justice to his character. 
Neither is it our intention to bring the character cdf 
the Royal Duke to the bar of religion and virtue. 
Rigid morality is more to be wished for than ex- 
pected in this age of luxury and dissipation, and 
were every man to be publicly exposed, who some- 
limes deserts his home to revel in the arms of a 
mistress, the Duke might say to many of his ac- 
cusers, " Let bin? that is without sin amongst you 
cast the first stone." 

The connection of His Royal Highness with Mrs*. 
Clarke has been stigmatised as a double adultery ; 
but this is in our opinion straining morality too far. 
There are none of the odious and detestable features of 
that too fashionable vice to be discovered in the con- 
nection we are speaking of; he entered not the man- 
sioii of domestic felicity and employed seductive arts 
to alienate the affections of a faithful wife ; he found 
her separated from a husband whom she seems to have 
formed a determination never to cohabit with again ; 
it is true, by the laws of the country, she was bound 
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to another man, but what human laws can fetter the 
will of a woman ? His Royal Highness found MrsJ 
Clarke literally ^ a loose fishf* an enterprising ad- 
venturess in the field of gallantry, consequently a? 
fair an object of his attention. as that of any other 
individual. With respect to the other branch of this 
double adultery, as it has been uncharitably named, 
such adultery, it is to be feared, is so common in the 
higher walks of society, that it can hardly be expected 
to startle the conscience of a Royal Duke I 

The heroine of these pages neither derived her 
existence from parents distinguished either for wealth 
or genius, nor was the place of her birth and early 
residence the best calculated to inculcate those moral 
virtues which constitute the brightest jewels of the 
female character* 

Her father's name was Thompson, who resided ux 
Bowl and Pin Alley, near White's Alley, Chancery 
Lane, where Miss Thompson was ushered into the- 
world, as Sterne says, with u squalls of disapprobation 
at the journey she was compelled to perform.?* 
• A4 
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In this neighbourhood, the moral atmosphere 
*f which was contaminated by the vices of some of 
the most abandoned prostitutes -upon th© pavee, 
Miss Thompson, who was naturally of a sprightly and 
fascinating, character, soon attracted the notice of 
every passing stranger, and, like the lilly of the desert, 
exhibited her graces to the greater advantage in pro* 
portion as they were contrasted with the obscurity of 
her situation. 

Upon the death of her father, the mother of Miss 
Thompson entered upon a second matrimonial con- 
nection with a Mr. Farquhar, who worked as a com- 
positor in the printing-bouse of Mr. Hughes. 

Miss Thompson, whose sprightlier faculties were 
at an early period in a state of mutiny with the slow* 
paced drudgery of the needle, now first acquired the 
rudiment* of that knowledge, which, if it did not lead 
her to distinguish herself in the literary world, and! 
rival in fame theSewards, the Mores, or the Cowley*, 
at least enabled her to move more appropriately in 
that station to which she was subsequently elevated. 
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Though the influence ef her father-in-law, Miss 
Thompson obtained occasienaHj employee** i* 
reading copy to the person employed as corrector of 
the press, in which situation she soon attracted the 
notice of the son of the overseer of the same printing- 
office, who wishing at the same time to encovrage her 
merit, and to derire pleasure, and, perhaps, firtnre 
assistance from the cultiration of her talents, placed 
this y oung lady, whom he fondly destined as hia future 
wife, at a genteel boarding-school, at Ham, in the 
county of Essex. 

In this, however, as it too frequently happens when 
the heart and the head cease to in unison, Mr. Day 
was mistaken. The young lady, whose capacity for 
elegant improrements was of the very first class, and 
which could only be equalled by the rapidity with 
which she acquired them, after remaining two years 
at school, returned home, it is said, with ideas very 
much altered from those which her benefactor had 
wished? te k**« inspired* 
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* Whether from the conscious superiority of her 
charms, or from the proud attainments she had ac- 
quired, or perhaps from an union of both, her con- 
duct towards her admirer became very much altered* 
Alarmed at this unexpected change, Mr. Day fre- 
quently remonstrated, but his remonstrances were as 
frequently retorted with contradiction or disdain. 

With true lovers, indeed, quarrels are almost pro- 
verbial, and tend more firmly to cement the union of 
hearts, 



In amore.hac omnia sunt mimicttia* 
Bellum Pax rursura. 



But in these bickerings, 



love was net in their looks. 
Neither to God— nor to each other. 



Whether or not the " crown and hearted throne of 
Love was yielded up to tyrannous hate," or lessened 
by the young lady's disdain^ or the affection of Mr^ 
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Day subsided Into the tranquillity of indifference, is 
not material here to examine ; certain it is, that these 
frequent bickerings ultimately terminated in an open 
rapture. 



About this period Mr. and Mrs. Farquhar removed." 
from Bowl and Pin Alley to Black Raven Passage, 
Cursitor Street, Holborn. 

Miss Thompson wsfcs now about sixteen, a period 
when female charms are in fall blossom ; the graces 
of her person were improved by cultivation — warm, 
easy, affable, she charmed wherever she moved, her 
I address rivetted the fetters which her eyes had* forged ; 
nor was even age itself proof against her fascination. 

Charms such as her's would stir an holy hermit. 

Her fascinating manners and thegraces of her person, , 
far out- pace the powers of the pen. One glance of her 
eye would impress them more strongly than any de. 
i scription, were such description extended to a folio. 

Such Helen was, and who can blame thtfboy 
That in so bright a flame consum'd his Troy ? 

B 6 
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nor wis it yet that the superb ferrice of plate (such to 
tke instability of human greatness), which formerly 
decorated the luxurious table of a prince of the 
blood royal of France, nor was it yet that the jewels 
presented to the darling of his heart, by the field, 
nmrshall of Great-Britain, had found their way to 
those superior magazines of temporary accommoda- 
tion, which are appropriately situated at a* end at 
tibe town distinguished for the wealth and rank of its- 
inhabitants ; it was neither plate nor jewels, but 
wearing apparel, the humbler appendages of obscu~ 
rity, shifts, petticoats, &c. which first produced the 
supplies of necessity, and with these Miss Thompson 
was occasionally dispatched for the relief of the 
family. 



In this line, amongst other persons in the same 
accommodating business, Miss Thompson is said to 

hare attracted the attention of Mr. F 1 d, of 

Golden Lane, in whose good opinion our young 
financier so effectually insinuated herself, as to dazzle 
eren his u just judging and instructed eye ;* f not ex- 
actly with respect to the actual value of the articles 1 
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offered for pledge, but at least she worked so far 
upon his feelings, as to induce him to advance more 
than persons of his mercenary cast are usually in the 
habit of lending. 

To him, therefore, her visits became more frequent, 
whenever temporary accommodation became neces- 
sary ; and no higher idea can be formed of the fascia 
nations of our heroine, than that they could charm, 
the mercenary serpent of avarice, and even r we had* 
almost said, the heart of a pawnbroker* 

The ill-bred ruffian and pale usurer, 
If Love's atmosphere such hearts can warm, 
May safely mellow into love, and grow- 
Refin'd, humane, and generous, if they can : 
Love in such bosoms never, to a fault,. 
Or pain, or pleases. 

Although, from the habits of these licensed usur~ 
«rs, their hearts are not likely to be affected by 
those finer sensations, those thrilling emotions, which, 
we find in more elevated situations; and although, 
the heart of a pawnbroker is not the best calcu- 
lated for the throne of the all-potent god, yet r 
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whether actuated hy love or lust, Mr. F. neverthe- 
less, certainly did feel, as Strap sap, so much of a 
"sneaking inclination'* towards his young customer, 
as to induce him to admit her occasionally into his 
private cabinet , a commodious back -pari our, where 
it is said the value of the specific articles offered as 
pledges did not always constitute the topic of con. 
v creation. 

Miss Thompson was now scarcely seventeen, whenv 
she changed her situation for a wife. Amongst 

" The sju'jous youths who found her bow'd»" 

was Mr. Joseph Clarke, the second son of a weal. 
thy bricklayer, in Angel-court, Snow-hill, but who 
now resides at Kettering, in Northamptonshire, with 
his younger brother, and his brother^ wife, the for. 
mer of whom was brought up at Cambridge. 

Mr. Joseph Clarke was bound apprentice to Mr* 
Buraell, the corner of Black Raven -pass age, Cursu 
tor- street. He had just emancipated himself from. 
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the fetters of apprenticeship* and had attained thai 
period 

"When youth elate and gay, 
"Steps into life, and follows unrestrained, 
Where passion drives, or prudence points tho wtyr 

So persuasive were the arguments of Mr. Clarke 
with Miss Thompson, that they soon eloped from, 
the confined air of an alley,, to enjoy the delights 
of lore in the purer atmosphere of Pentonville, in 
which neighbourhood Mrs. Clarke first became a> 
mother. 

About this time the enamoured couple removed 
to Charles-square, Hoxton, where they were known 
tfnd yisited by a very respectable circle of acquaint* 
<ance. 

. As Mr. Clarke, who as we have before observed* 
had seryed his apprenticeship to Mr. Burnell, the 
*tone-mas*on, was not' in business, and he was sup- 
ported only by the allowance he. received from hit 
fatter, tie sappltat net infrequently fell sftor^, a#4 
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the demon of necessity occasionally drore love ont of 
the window; the* little god was not, however x conu 
pletely expelled/rom the house, for we find the lady 
becomes a second time 

M As women with to b* who love tacit lords." 

And so satisfied was Mr. Clarke of the propriety 
of the demeanour of his paramour, that, it tt said, pro 
tious to the birth of his third child, as appears by 
the register of Pancras-church, he plighted bis troth 
to her at the altar ; and thus, when about the age 
of eighteen, she assumed a legal right to the Mac 
under which she now passes. 

After a residence of nearly two years in Hotten* 
square, Mr. and Mrs. Clarke went to reside in Get* 
den-lane, where, from the liberality of his father, he> 
Mr. Clarke, was enabled to commence business m ft 
stone-mason. 

Ilere, for a thne, every thing went smoothly on r 
and it might have been supposed, that, with such % 
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companion so pre-eminently gifted both in mind 
and person, her husband could have no tempta- 
tions for leaving the fair mountain of chaste 
delight, to batten on the moor of mercenary pros- 
titution; such, however, is human frailty, such 
the paroxysms of intemperance and debauchery, 
that, from some discoveries not admitting palliation, 
Mrs. Clarke formed the resolution of breaking a 
connection, which, longer continued, might have 
involved in distress or infamy, twice the number of 
innocent individuals the family then consisted of, 
and made indiscriminately the pledges of love the 
victims of the union. 

It was in the year 1794, that Mr. Clarke com- 
menced business in Golden -lane, where, (as was 
proved by Mr. Stower of Charterhouse-square, who* 
frequently visited in the family,) he continued about 
three or four years. 

During this period it was that the parents and 
tjieir family were reduced to practise all the expe- 
dients of " hard shifting woe;" the extravagance of 
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the husband, who, from being of a convivial turn, 
had a large circle of companions of the same pro- 
pensity, kept the ingenuity of the wife eternally 
upon the rack to find the necessary supplies. 

The parlour of the public-house now became the 
substitute for the counting-house, and the skittle* 
ground a more congenial stage of action with Mr. 
Clarke, than the stone-yard ; and in proportion as 
the public-house and its gambling allurements ob- 
tained the ascendency, the counting-house and the 
stone-yard became irksome. 

Business was now neglected, and after all the va- 
rious expedients usually had recourse to, by declin- 
ing tradesmen for bolstering up their credit — from 
the licenced usury of the pawnbroker, to the disin- 
terested accommodations of those, who conceive 
they steer clear of the strict letter of the law, by 
discounting doubtful paper, at the usual interest, 
with the . tricing addition of half the money ad- 
vanced to be laid out in goods — after running the 
gauntlet between pawnbrokers, usurers, and at- 



$& AUTHENTIC MEMOIB* 0* 

tornies, the centre of gravity of Mr. Clarke's credit, 
"which had been gradually 'declining, at length fell 
completely beyond the base, and a commission- of 
bankruptcy was sued out against him by Mr. Alderv 
man Staines. 

It was during this period that Mrs* Clarke had to 
contend with difficulties in Tsrtous shapes; and 
fiends of distress, in ail their terrible for ml, infested 
that bed which had once been the rosy bower of 
lore, and haunted that house, before the mansion of 
peace and felicity. 

-It was now, in the continual family committee of 
supplies and ways and means, that Mrs. Clarke 
Acquired those facilities of resource to stare off the 
" exigencies of existing circumstances," which would 
hate well qualified her for the office of obancelto* 
of the exchequer, and, by her fascinating powers, 
the syren soon found means to render the industry 
and wealth of others subserrknl to her temporary 
occasions. 
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It was whilst labouring under these pecuniary 
embarrassments that Mrs. Clarke again resorted to 
the exchequer, in Golden-lane, where she learned 
that her old acquaintance Mr. F — 1 — d, (although 
.such a circumstance is not very usual for persons in 
bjs line), had become a bankrupt, and she recog- 
nised as his successor, the young gentleman who, in 
bis piaster's prosperity, had acted in the humbler 
capacity of his shopman* 

Whether, however, his heart was less assailable 
f>y female fascinations, or that interest was the only 
magnet that could attract his affections, young 
Two-tQ-one was not to be bled so freely as his mas. 

$er. " Tiyo upon a horse," they say, u seldom 

« 
Tide well ;" thus, where money constituted the ob- 
ject of both, they soon reciprocally discovered what 
constituted the magnet of mutual attraction; and 
no sponer was this discovery made than the poles 
became as diametrically repellent as in the more 
liberal days of Mr. F — 1 — d, tyey had 1 been so mu- 
tually attractive. 
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This was certainly the most important period of 
Mrs. Clarke's life, the period when she made that 
sacrifice of character which can never be retrieved ; 
a period when her prospects were to assume a new 
aspect, and her feelings, her sentiments, her habits, 
to experience a total revolution. We wish not to 
become the apologists of female depravity ; but we 
must, nevertheless, in candour allow, that the first 
step of Mrs. Clarke from the path of rectitude was 
accompanied with no very inferior circumstances of 
palliation. 

When a man, after all the tender assiduities of 
the lover, has succeeded in obtaining the heart and 
the person of a beautiful woman, he is too apt to 
relax ki those delicate attentions which originally 
won her heart, and can alone keep alive the flame of 
love. There is a species of homage which a woman 
like Mrs. Clarke naturally looks for from the other 
sex ; it is the case, perhaps, with all women ; but it 
must have been more particularly so with one so 
formed to inspire love and command adoration and 
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respect. We know not what may hare been ih% 
feelings of her husband when deprived of the trea- 
sure he once possessed ; and which, till to him for 
ever lost, perhaps he " prized not to its value." 
We hare, however, no hesitation in pronouncing, 
that the man who should be so flatteringly distin- 
guished by the preference of a female, so gifted in 
mind and person as Mrs. Clarke, must necessarily 
hare been a happy man, so long as she maintained 
the character of a virtuous wife. It is not, per- 
haps, easy to pronounce, in a case where the silent 
monitions of conscience can alone decide ; but the 
man who is conscious of having, by his vicious 
habits, and by a neglect which no woman can well 
endure, but least of all such a woman as Mrs. 
Clarke — we must repeat, that the man who is con- 
scious of having driven such a woman from the 
cool sequestered vale of domestic life, to plunge into 
an ocean of infamy, can have no very pleasant com- 
panion in private reflection. Such a character must, 
if his feelings be, in any degree correct, carry inse- 
parably, in his bosom a remorse that must make his 
life truly wretched. 
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both of liis bill and the costs afterwards, upon her 
removal to Gloucester-Place, upon sendiog lief the 
following letter and enclosure :-*• 

€C Madam, 
" As I have not heard from yon in Teply to my 
last letter, I think myself justified in informing you, 
that in the course of a week the inclosed hand-bill 
will be published, which no doubt will prevent any 
other tradesman from subjecthig himself to- similar 
treatment. As the wording of the bill ha9 re- 
cetYed the legal sanction of very able men is the 
profession, I am perfectly at ease in regard to any 
additional threats that may be held out to me. 

" I remain 

" Tour obedient servant, 

« JOHN FEW, ju».» 
« 22 June, 1804. 

« Mrs. Clarke, Glotieester-Race, 
> c *< No. 18, Fertaan>s<iuare." 
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" Caution to Tradesmen 
u This is to give notice to the tradesmen in the 
neighbourhood of Portman-square, that they can- 
not recover by law, any debt from Mrs. Mary Ann 
Clarke, formerly of Tavistock-Place, Russell- 
Square, but now of Gloucester-Place, she being a 
married woman, and her husband now living, 
though his place of residence was unknown even to 
herself or her mother. These facts were proved on 
the trial of an action lately brought by a trades- 
man in Holborn, against this Mrs. Mary Ann 
Clarke, for goods actually sold and delivered to her; 
but she availing herself of her coverture (which, to 
the great surprise of the plaintiff, she contrived to 
prove,) he could not by law obtain any part of his 
demand; and being consequently nonsuited, an 
execution former costs was, by her attorney, actually 
put into his, the tradesman's, house. 

" This might afford ground to charge our heroine 
with want of principle ; but we think the accusa- 
tion must fall to the ground upon a candid investi- 
gaion of the evidence that has transpired upon the 
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late enquiry. The chief point upon which she ap- 
pears anxious, when deserted by the Duke of 
York, is to obtain the means of paying her trades- 
men's bills. 

Indeed, from 1804 to 1806,the period in which 
she had an establishment in Gloucester-Place, her 
resources were by no means equal to her scale of 
expences. 

Mrs. Favory says, that after the first quarter, she 
could never pay her debts properly. People were 
teazing her to pieces for money, and saying that she 
kept it. She adds, that when she informed her mis- 
tress of these teazing applications the answer she 
received was, that his Royal Highness was very 
backward in his payments, and that she must put 
the people off, which she, Mrs. F. accordingly did. 

The upholstery, it seems* was furnished by Oak* 
ley, in Bond-atreet ; the china and glass by Mort* 
lock, of Oxford-street ; the grates hy Summers 
and Rese, Bond-street ; end the plate by Birkett 
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Besides these, Mrs. Clarke had tome dealings with 
Parker, in Fleet-street, and occasionally with 
Turner, in Princes-street* Sometimes these gen- 
tlemen refused to furnish the articles; and were cla* 
morous to know whether his Royal Highness had 
settled with Mrs. Clarke, and given her money. To 
which Mrs. Favory would reply in the negative, 
but as soon as she had it, she would give it them. 

We cannot better describe the complete sub* 
jeetitm of our British Mars to this modern Venus, 
than by submitting to inspection some of those 
amatory efinekms which would throw die strains 
of an Ovid or Tibullus, a Petrarch or a Ham~ 
mond, completely in the back ground. 

Many of those tender biHets have been indeed 
. destroyed, which shewed how little consequence 
the deity, to whose shrine this incense of flattering 
subjection was offered, attached to her worshipper; 
and bow truly the Field-Marshal of Great Britain, 
the .motto of whose private seal was "Never 
Absent' 9 was in this instance as mistaken as his, 
» 2 
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mistress was successful in selecting for her device 
Cupid riding on an ass, with the appropriate motto 
Tcls sont mes sujets — " For further particulars en- 
quire within." 

« c August 4, 1805." 
** How can I sufficiently express to my sweetest 
my darling love, the delight which her dear, her 
pretty letter gave me, or how much I feel all the 
kind things she says to me in it ? Millions and 
millions of thanks for it, my angel ! and be as- 
sured that my heart is fully sensible of your affec- 
tion, and that upon it alone its whole happiness 
depends. . . 

«' I am, however, quite hurt that my love did 
not go to the Lewes Races ; how kind of her to 
think of me upon the occasion ! but I trust that she 
knows me too well not to be convinced that I can- 
not bear the idea of adding to those sacrifices which 
I am but too sensible that she has madeto me. 

" News my angel cannot expect from me rram 
hence; though the life led here, at least in the 
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family I am in, is very hurrying, there is a same- 
Bess in it which affords little subject for a letter ; 
except Lord Chesterfield's family, there is not a 
single person except ourselves that I know. Last 
night we were at the play, which went off bet^r 
than the first night. 

"Dr. O'Meara called upon me yesterday morning, 
and delivered me your letter; he wishes much to 
preach before royalty , and if 1 can put him in the way 
of it 1 will 

" What a time it appears to me already, my 
Darling, since we parted ; how impatiently I look 
forward to next Wednesday se'nnight ! 

" God bless you, my own dear, dear Love I I 
shall miss the post if I add more ? Oh ! believe me 
ever, to my last hour, y out's and your*s alone** 
Addressed ; 
«• Mrs. Clarke, 
u to be left at the Post-office, Worthing** 

Indorsed : 
" Dr. O'Meara." 

D3 



it 
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• 

«« Sandgate, August 24, 1804. 
u How can I sufficiently express to my darling 
Lore, my thanks for her dear, dear letter, or the 
Relight which the assurances of her love give me ! 
Oh ! my angel ! do me justice, and be con-? 
vinced that there never was a woman adored as you 
are. Every day, every hour convinces me more 
and more, that my whole happiness depends upoq 
you alone. What a time it appears to be since we 
parted, and with what impatience do I look for- 
ward to the day after to-morrow ; there are still 
however two whole nights before I shall clasp my 
darling in my arms! 

" How happy am I to learn that you are better ; 
I still, however, will not give up my hopes of the 
cause of your feeling uncomfortable. Clavering is 
mistaken, my angel, in thinking that any new regi- 
ments are to be raised ; it is not intended, only second 
battalions to the existing corps ; you had better, there* 
fore, tell km so, and that you were sort that there 
•would be no use in applying for him. 
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„Ten thousand thanks, my lore, for the hand- 
kerchiefs, .which are delightful ; and I need not, I 
trust, assureyou of the pleasure I feel in wearing 
them, and thinking of the dear, hands who made 
them for me. 

" Nothing could be more satisfactory than the, 
tour I have made, and the stale in which I have 
found every thing. The whole of the day before 
yesterday was employed in visiting the works at 
Qoyer j reviewing the troops there, and examining 
the coast as far as this place. From Folkstone I 
had a very good view of thos eof the French camp* 

" Yesterday 1 first reviewed the camp here, and 
afterwards the 14th Light Dragoons, who are cer- 
tainly in very fine order : and from thence pro-, 
ceeded to Brabourne Lees, to see four regiments of 
militia ; which, altogether, took me up near thirteen 
hours, I am now setting off immediately to ride 
along the coast to Hastings, reviewing the different 
corps as I pass, which will take me at least as long. 
Adieu, therefore, my sweetest, dearest love, till the 
D 4 
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day after to-morrow, and be assured that to my 
last hour I shall ever remain your's and your'a 
alone. 

Addressed : 
u George Farquhar, Esq. 
" No. 18, Gloucester-Place, Portman-square." 

FOLKSTONE, 
79, Indorsed : 
" Gen, Clavering, &c." 



Before we proceed with other billet doux from 
the Duke, we shall, in pursuance of our plan, 
illustrate and explain, by other written docu- 
ments, stated in the minutes of the House of Com- 
mons, not only the ascendency which our heroine 
possessed over the mind of her paramour, but the 
various modes - and departments in which this 
agency was exerted. 

We wish, however, here to state distinctly, that 
we do not mean to enter, except in a very partial 
degree, upon the oral examinations at the bar of the 
House, but on the contrary by bringing together 
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end contrasting the written documents, to give as 
clear and perspicuous a view of the case as can be 
found many publication upon the subject, without 
excepting the minutes of the House of Commons, 
which are now before us, and from whence the ac- 
curacy of our statement may be relied upon. 

To return to the preceding letters^-That the 
* tender passion was not alone the object of the 
Royal Duke's correspondence, at least with Mrs* 
Clarke is obvious. She contrived occasionally to 
intermix some enquiries relative to the traffic she 
was carrying on, to which the Duke, although ac- 
quitted by a majority of tbe House, composed , 
however, of the usual materials which constitute 
ministerial majorities, of any direct connivance or 
participation in the bribe, nevertheless must be 
admitted not completely to have been guiltlessly 
innocent ; although, if any term may be allowed 
to characterize the tortuous windings and special 
pleadings of Mr. Perceval's resolutions, he must 
at least be admitted to have been innocently guilty 
of the charges against him. 
d 5 
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III tbe midst of tbe Dearies and Darlings, and 
all tbe honeyed sentences, we had almost said of 
love, we find two topics of business, in answer to 
some applications from the mistress of tbe Duke, 
in favour of bar protegees ; and tiro character 
are brought upon the stage, via, Doctor O'Mear*, 
who wanted to purchase a Mitre, — 

Sr into ©cd* feld lewd KWingt cfimty- 
and General Clavering, who wanted a regiment. 

We proceed to illustrate the reasons why this 
Reverend would-be Father in God, and this in* 
triguing General were mentioned by the Royal 
Duke in his letter to his mistress. 

Amongst the documents found amongst Mrs. 
Clarke's papers, was the testimonial of the Arch* 
bishop of Tuam, bearing testimony to the most 
unexceptionable character, independence, fee* 
It is as follows: 
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"Sir, 
" In consequence of your application to me, I 
am read j to give ample satisfaction, and to bear 
testimony, thai I have had assurances from persons 
in whom I place the most implicit confidence, that 
you are a gentleman of most unexceptionable 
character m every respect ; of a respectable family 
and independent fortune. I hare tht honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

W.TUAM." 
Cracent, Bath, J». 17, 1S06. 

Addressed : 
The Rev. Dr. O'Meara, 
No. 7. Alfred-Street. 



Here tre find the credentials of the Rev. father 
in God, m the possession of the Duke's mistress. 
Mrs. Clarke says, " the very night that the Dfek* 
was going to Weymouth, the Dr. called upon her, 
the moment the Duke bid left the heme at mid- 
tight f that she thinks he most have watched thft 
Duke out \ thai the Poet*r» wfc* mm tojvsiii 
p6 
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she was upon the stairs, said it was a very good op* 
portunity, for he was going to Weymouth imme- 
diately, and asked her to come down stairs again, 
and write him a letter of introduction, which she 
did. 

This evidence is fully corroborated by the ex- 
pression in the Duke's letter, viz. 

" Doctor O'Meara called upon me yesterday 
morning, and delivered me your letter ; he wishes 
much to preach before royalty, and if I can put 
him in the way of it I will." 



Mrs. Clarke's Examination. 

Did you ever communicate Dr. O'Meara's offer 
for a bishopric to the Commander in Chief ?— 
Yes, I did, and all his document*. 

What was the Commander in Chief's answer ? 
' That he had preached before his Majesty, and his 
Majesty did toot like the O in his name. 
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The Duke's letter was dated August 34, 1804. 
The following paragraph appears in the Morning 
Poet, under the head of Weymouth, October 3, 
1805, viz 

" The Rev. Dr. O'Meara preached on Sunday 
an excellent Sermon (from Rom. ch. xii. 5.) on 
Universal Benevolence. He expatiated with great 
eloquence on the relation which the public andj>rt- 
vate affections bears to each other, and their use 
in the moral system. He inveighed with peculiar 
energy against the savage philosophy of the French 
Debts, who propose to erect a system of universal 
philanthrophy upon the ruins of the private affec- 
tions which regard kindred, friends, benefactors, 
and the poor, thus inverting the eternal order, of 
nature, by violently transferring all the lovely train 
of social affections from our relatives and friends 
to distant and unknown. myriads. Whilst under 
these vague terms of attachment to, and of adyanc* 
ing the general good, the practice of every de- 
basing vice finds a shelter, and the perpetration of 



6b AW MlTTtC MMOIKS Of 

every horrid crime a subterfuge. We wish our 
young ecclesiastics would arouse themselves, and 
shake off that mental lasrgoar which oppressed 
them in the pulpit, and shew themselves in canted 
Sacred eloquence is certainly in this country feeble 
and unimpressive j no other excellence can supply 
the want of animation. That sweet charm, thai 
celestial unction, which Christian oratory demand*, 
this gentleman possesses m an eminent degree. 
•His lip* art touched with the Itve coal from eff the 
attar/ The Iting wat very attentive, and stood for 
nearly the whole of the sermon, (which we never 
tbserved "before) and expressed his Ugh approbation 
to the BarlofUxbridge and others, whilst the Queen 
and Princesses, and the whole audience were melted 
into tears* 

It is ; true, Indeed, that the investigation in the 
Heme of Commons was confined to abuses in the 
army. ifeotKng, however, can more strongly 
evince the extensive influence of Mrs. Clarke over 
every department which papa's favorite boy could 
influence or control* The allusion in the letter it 
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we trust, sufficiently explained, and ftirther infe- 
rence or comment would be insulting the judg- 
ment of our readers* 

We now proceed to explain how far " General 
Clavering (now upon duty act the Old Bailey) was 
mistaken," andalthough he declared, at the Bar of 
the House, he did not conceive that Mrs. Clarke 
had any influence with his Royal Highness, we 
shall see how far the pen of the Honourable Gene- 
ral directly gave the lie to Ms tongue. 

General Ckvering info r med {he Home that he 
had never anything to say to Mrs. Clarke on ttttU* 
jtary affairs, that he did not conceive she had any 
interest with the Dnke upon these matters. Mm 
Clarke, on the contrary, who is not now in New- 
gate ferpfevamatfon* vtated, that General Clanrer- 
ing beragadistressed man, then a Colonel, she had 
spoken to the XMre respecting him ; and had a 
great deal of difficulty, more so than aa to any 
other man that she ever applied for in getting any 
tmofctoployinest for fen*. Atlartshepreraifed 
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upon the Dune to give him a district, and with it 
he made him a Brigadier-general, entirely through 
her means. He afterwards asked her to get him a 
regiment, and fearing they might all be given 
away before hi* Royal Highness came to town, she 
wrote to him when he was reviewing along the coast, 
and received that letter in which his Royal High- 
ness mentioned General Clavering's name. 

Do not these portions of evidences, which wehave 
selected from die minutes of the House in this 
most important investigation, flash conviction 
even upon the wilful blindness of the Crown 
Lawyers. Will they not convince even the stupi- 
dity of ignorance ? Are they not strong in support 
of the charges, as proofs of holy writ ? 

We shall now proceed to the General's corres- 
pondence, and mercifully pass over his verbal evi- 
dence, which he so officially volunteered in expla- 
nation, but which, instead of contradicting the evi- 
dence of his benefactress, has, on the contrary, 
transferred him to garrison duty under Governor 
Newman, 
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We shall preface the General's letter to Mrs. 
Clarke, upon the new-raised regiments, with the fol- 
lowing short note, This note appears first upon the 
minutes of the evidence. 



" Bishop's Waltham, 30 June, 1804. 

♦ "My dear Mrs. C. 

" Where your note of Wednesday last has been 
travelling, as it only arrived here this morning, I 
have no notion, and it had not reached Conduit- 
street at five o'clock Wednesday afternoon, when I 
quitted tpwn. 

" The disappointment is provoking, as I particu- 
larly wished to have seen you; but we must console 
ourselves in the hope of more fortunate times. 
Very truly your*s, 

M. CLAVERING." 

"Mrs. Clarke, 18, Gloucester-Place, 
" Portman-Square, London." 

We now come to the letter which will explain' 
the evidence of Mrs. Clarke as to the paragraph 
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in the Puke's letter, commencing " Claming is 
mistaken, my angel, there are to be no new regi- 
ments, &c.' 

" Bishop* a Waliham, 5th Sept. 1804. 

u My Dear Mrs, C. 
" You mention that his Royal Highness did not 
comprehend my proposal ; my idea was this ; the 
Defence Act, article SO, states, * that men to be 
raised by that act, are not compellable to serve 
out of the United Kingdom, and islands imme- 
diately attached/ And in 32, * that they shall not, 
remain embodied for more than six months after the 
peace/ We have already experienced the fatal ne- 
cessity of disbanding corps at an apparent conclu- 
sion of war, and the mischiefs arising from holding 
out temptation to men to extend their services. 

" My proposal then was, to raise a battalion (or 
general and unlimited service, by the voluntary offers 
of a stipulated number of men from each regi- 
ment of militia, at a certain bounty, in the same 
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manner as some of our regiments were augment- 
ed during the last war. The battalion to be solely 
officered from the half-pay list, by which govern- 
ment would at once acquire a certain effective 
and well-disciplined force, whose services they can 
to any period command, and half-pay to be light- 
ened, and the militia colbnels have no reason to 
growl, since it it deterained-that their establish- 
■sent is to be reduced, towards which the men m 
volunteering would conduce* 

" Should an opportunity occur, do tobowt the 
plan to his Royal Highness, without arguing too 
strongly upon it, as be must be tired to death 
with proposals; and as I would not appear, even 
through so circuitous a channel, to trespass on his 
patience, when so recently under an obligation 
for my present appointment. 

M If you approve of dry reading, get the defence 
act to refer to, and* do communicate all the good 
things in the good town," 
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The following are a few more Notes, which will 
sufficiently prove the footing upon which the Ge- 
neral stood with his dear Mrs. Clarke. 



u Dear Mrs, C. 28 Sept. 

" I shall not pursue the patridges on the 1st of 
September; on the contrary, propose being in 
London in the course of the morning, and beg you 
will send me word at the Prince of Wales's coffee- 
house, whether you can receive me in boots about 
six, or later, if you please* 

" Very truly your's, 

H. M. CLAVERING." 
" Mrs. Clarke, 18, Gloucester-place, 
" Portman-square, London." 



Bktop's Waltham 11 Nov. 1804. 
« My dear Mrs. a 

" The purport of this is to thank you for 
your attempt to serve me, tho' unsuccessful, the 
inclinatian being the same. On Sunday next I pro* 



V 
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pose being in town, if possible, for one day only. 
Can you so contrive that we shall meet? 

Your's very truly, 

H. M. CLAVERING. 

" Mrs. Clarke, 18, Gloucester-place, 
Portman-square, London;' 



•' Bishop's Waltham, Dec 12, 1804. 

"My dear Mrs. C. 

" There is a strange report, that some new 
regiments are about to be raised, which, tho' in- 
credible, 1 will be obliged to you to ascertain the 
truth of, and to acquaint me soon a$ possible. 
W. O. left me this morning for town, to return 
again next week. 

€ J Very truly your's, 

H. M. CLAVERING. 

" Mrs. Clarke, 18, Gloucester-place, 
" Portman-square, London." 
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COLONEL WAltDLE'S CHARGES. 
These, which were eight in number, Mr,Wardle 
prefaced by observing, That the first establishment 
under the controul of the Commander in Chief to 
which he would call the attention of the House, 
was the Half-pay Fund, arising from the sale of 
commissions vacant, either by death, by promotion, 
where officers were not allowed to sell, or my dismis- 
sals* The legitimate power which the Commander 
in Chief possessed over this fund wa* either tfcatof 
rewarding deserving officers with any of the com- 
missions whkh fell in, or of causing them to be sold, 
and the money applied either to the redemption of. 
x the Half-pay List, or in aid of the compassionate 
Fund. If he could prove that commissions, so vat 
cated as he had described, had been sold, and ap- 
plied to different purposes, he should establish the 
fact, that the original intention of the Half-pay 
Fund had been abandoned ; for in such cases he 
should prove, that neither had merit received any 
reward, the Half-Pay list experienced any reduc- 
tion^ nor the Compassionate Fund obtained any as* 
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Bftsttnoe. In the year 1803, his Royal Highness the 
Commander in Chief took a handsome house in 
Gloucester-place, engaged a fall establishment es? 
servants, and placed at their head a lady of the 
name of Clarke, whom he should frequently hare 
occasion to mention ia the course of what he had 
to say. And here he trusted that the house would 
be oanrineed* frosn the number of facts which he 
should ha*e to alledge, and the number of names 
which lie would distinctly and unequivocally de- 
clare* that he had not taken up this subject on 
light grounds. 

Urtt Charge* 

In the first case that he would submit to the 
House, Major Tony n, (then Capt. Tonyn) of the 
Sist Teghnent, and Lieutenant Donovan, of the 
Royal Garrison Battalion, were concerned. The 
former, as he understood, for he had not the honour 
Of his acquaintance, was a most meritorious officer, 
and, he trusted, that be should not be considered 
as casting any reflection on him by stating precisely 
wtiat- had come to his knowledge with respect to 
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this transaction. Capt. Tony n, although the son of 
a distinguished general, not haying been fortunate 
enough to obtain the promotion for which he was 
anxious, was, by Captain Huxley Sandon, of the 
Royal Waggon Train, introduced to Mr. Clarke. 
In consequence of that introduction an agreement 
was entered into between Mrs. Clarke and Capt. 
Tonyn, that on the promotion of the latter to the 
majority of the 31st he should pay Mrs, Clarke the 
sum of 5001. through the hands of Mr. Donovan. 
Before he proceeded it would be necessary to ap- 
prise the House who Mr. Donovan was. In the 
year 1 803 he had been appointed a lieutenant in the 
4th Royal Garrison Battalion, and had afterwards, 
been removed to the 1 1th Garrison Battalion, in 
which he still continued. The House would natu- 
rally ask what this gentleman's services have been. 
Certainly not of a military nature; for from his first 
appointment to the present hour Mr. Donovan had 
not gone near his regiment, having, as it were, ob- 
tained perpetual leave of absence; a circumstance 
at which,when theHouse became better acquainted 
with the kind of services which Mr. Donovan had 
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actually rendered, they would not be at all sur- 
prised. To return to the case which he had been 
stating, the 5001. lodged by Captain Tonyn with 
Mr. Donovan was paid into the hands of Mrs. Clarke 
by Captain Huxley Sandon, and Capt Tonyn ob- 
tained his majority. Now the regulation price of a 
majority was 11001.; so that the half-pay fund lost 
ilOOl. for the purpose of putting 5001. in Mrs. 
Clarke's pocket. This 5001. he could prove was im- 
mediately paid by Mrs. Clarke to Mr. Birkett the 
silversmith, in part of payment for a service of plate 
sent him to Gloucester-Place, and the deficiency for 
Which was paid^y the Commander in Chief. It 
thus evidently appeared, that his Royal Highness was 
hi this instance an absolute partaker of the benefit 
fSerived from this nefarious transaction; and the 
House would be aware, that to prove the truth or 
falsehood of the circumstances which he had stated 
no less than five witnesses might be summoned to' their 
bar, namely, Major Tonyn, Mrs. Clarke, Captain 
Hurley Sandon, Mr. Donovan, and the executor of 
Mr. Birkett. 
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In consequence of the absence of Capt. Sandoft 
Mr. Wtirdle commenced with the 



Second Charge. O; 

f 

The second case which he should adduce of the 
influence possessed by Mrs. Clarke in military mat* 
tere, was an exchange which took place between 
Lieut. Coll Brooke and Lieut. Co). Knight. In this 
negociation Dr. Thynne, a medical gentleman of 
high respectablity, was concerned. It was agreed 
betwixt him and Mrs. Clarke, that if the latter could 
effect the wish-for exchange, she should recerve an 
acknowledgment of 2001. It chanced that just at 
this time Mrs. Clarke had strong inclination to make 
an excursion into the country : she stated her wishes 
to the Commander in Chief, and informed his Royal 
Highness that they might he gratified without any 
expense to himself, as an opportunity then offered of 
obtaining a sum of 2001. provided his Royal High* 
ness would cause the exchange of Col. Brooke and 
Col. Knight to take place. On the very next Sa- 
turday the exchange of these officers was gazetted. 
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Of this fact he could prove the reality by the evi- 
dence of Lieut. Col. Brooke, Lieut. Col. Knight, 
Mrs. Clarke, and Dr. Thynne. As a contrast to 
the facility with which the exchange of these two 
officers was effected, he would mention a circum- 
stance which had occurred a lew weeks ago, and 
which showed how difficult it was for officers, even 
of high rank and great respectability, to obtain the 
roost reasonable indulgence, without availing them- 
selves of undue means. Major Macdonald and 
Major Sinclair, men of high military character, 
were placed in the following predicament. They 
were* both in ba£ health. Major Macdonald, with 
whom the climate of England agreed infinitely 
better than that of the West Indies, received orders 
to join his regiment, which was in one of the West 
India Islands. Major Sinclair, with whom, on the 
contrary, the climate of the West Indies agreed 
better than that of England, was most anxious to 
exchange with Major Macdonald : but notwith- 
standing the utmost exertions were used by both 
these officers to obtain an object so desirable by them 
both, they failed in their endeavours. The Commander 
' E2 
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iu Chief forced Major Macdonald to go abroad, he 
forced M^Jor Sinclair to stay at. home, and both had 
since fallen vietims to this cruel arrangement, from 
*¥>* having offered a bribe in. a quarter when, per* 
haps, they were Hot aware that it would have b&tt 
UnHushingly accepted. 

Third Charge. 

The third case which he should mention was that 
of Major Shawe ; and on that occasion Mrs. Clarke 
must have exerted her influence more strongly than 
tfsual ; for it appeared that Major Shawe was no fa- 
vourite of the Commander in Chief. Mrs. Clarke 
and Mr. Shawe, however, soon came to a right iri> 
cfcrstaading, and the latter consented to give the 
former no less a sum than 1000). on being appoint* 
eA deputy barrack-master general at the Cape of 
Good Hope. Major Shawe-s appointment to that 
situation was in consequence gazetted oh the 3d of 
April, 18 07. He immediately 'paid himself, info 
Mrs, Clarke's hands, 3001, \ soon after he sent her 
200L more, through his uncle Mr. Shawe, tor the 
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yqmeining 5Q0J. Mrs. Glarke applied in vain; and 
when, after repeated attempts; she found that she 
bad no chance pf it, she complained to the Com- 
mander in Chief, who. felt so much enraged at this 
circumstance,- that he immediately put Major Shawe 
on half-pay. He (Mr. Wardle) had in his possession 
a Utter of Major Sbawe's, complaining heavily of the 
treatment hi? had experienced, Mn. Shawe had alio 
written to Midi Clarke* a*>d threatened her. and the 
Ctammfttf <tar in Chief with a puhHc exposure of the 
*hfiie Jtawsaotiob, utile* justice ware! immediately 
done her hushand, but in, vain* This case, pretty 
dearly shewed, that Mrs. ClarkeV influence extended 
to ttattajTas rtell a» t6 the othei' departments of the 
military service; and Vy reducing an individual from 
full pay, in consequence alone of his breach of such 
an iniquitous bargain, the Commander in Chief had 
made himsdf a direct party to the transaction* 

Fourth Charge. 

The Jpufth case to which be should ?alt the atten- 
tion of the houjev T^ate4 to a levy under the dmc- 
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tioiuof Col. French, Colonel French applied* m tHe 
year 1 S04, for permission to conduct the levy of a 
jegimeat. This levy was set on- foot by the influence 
of Mrs. Clarke, to whom CoL French was introduced 
by Capt. Huxley Sandon, and an agreement todk 
place, by which it was stipulated that- Mrs. Clarke 
should receive a given sum out of the bounty of each 
man, and have the patronage, of a certain number of 
officers. This agreement Mrs. Clarke immediately 
made known ta the Duke of York, and then sent 
CoL French to the Horse Guards, to wait on bis 
Royal Highness, where, after several interviews, he 
. succeeded in obtaining his. object. As. the levy pro- 
ceeded, Mrs. Clarke received several sums from CoL 
French, from Capt. Huxley Sandon, and. from a 
Mr. Corri. One sikn>of 5001. she received by the 
. hands of Mr. Corri, whkh was paid to him by Mr. 
Cockayne, a solicitor, of eminence in London, em- 
ployed by C6l. French. 

Fifth Charge. 

The fifth case which he should state it would be 
necessary for him to revert to Lieutenant Donovan, 
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«f the Royal Garrison Battalion, who was the agent 
of an old officer; a Capt. Tuck, and who had 
actually given to that officer a written list of the prices 
at .which Mrs. Clarke would engage to procure 
military promotions, namely, for a majority 9001. 
for a company 7001. for a lieutenancy 4001. and 
for ah ensigncy 2001. Now, the regulation prices 
were, for a majority 2,6001. for a company 15001. 
for a lieutenancy 5501. and for an ensigncy 4001.; 
so that the Half-pay List, and the Compassionate 
Fund must evidently have sustained the most mate- 
rial injury. 

Sixth Charge. 

The sixth case that he should bring forward was 
of a still more pointed nature, and bore on the Com- 
mander in Chief alone. He was prepared to prove 
that the Commander in Chief was to have had a 
loan to a considerable amount from Col. French, or 
his agent, on conditions of successfully using his 
influence to procure for Colonel French a large 
arrear due to him from government, for (he very levy 

£4 
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of which he had already spoken. His Royal High* 
aess did use his influence, but did not succeed, and 
did not receive his loan ; and it was a fact, that at 
that moment there was due from government to €ah 
French no less a sum than 30001. 

Seventh Charge. 

The seventh case which he should intrude on th* 
patience of the House, was that of Cap*. Mating, 
who, being appointed an ensign in the 87th regiment, 
on the 28th of November, 1805, was made a lieuteV 
nant on the 26th of December, 1 8C6, and obtained 
a company in the African corps, on the 15th of 
September, 1808. This African corps, by the way, 
was commanded by Col. Gordon, the Duke of York's 
private secretary. Captain Maling was, a matt ol 
unexceptionable character; he meant to cast no re- 
flection upon him, but he certainly had had the good 
fortune to be a clerk in Mr, Greenwood's office, and 
he could prove, that though an ensign in 1805, he 
was at Mr. Greenwood's desk in 1807, But what 
was worse, was this, that in three years, without an 
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lour of actual service, he was put over the heads of 
alt the Subalterns in the army, consisting of hundred* 
ef brave men who had long served their couatry-w- 
*rho had shed their blood in her defence aad in*tb» 
assertion of her glory, and many of whom had even. 
lodged money for the purchase of that promotion, 
which Capt, Maling had thus easily obtained. 
Whether this was doing justice to the British army 
•r not r he kft the House to determine, 

Thifr charge was not substantiated*. 

Eighth Charge.. 

The eighth cape to which he would draw the at- 
tention of tbe 3feuse» and on which be could spent 
from his own knowledge* was r that there existed a> 
jublje pffice in the city, open to all comers, where 
military commissions were offered for sale at the re-* 
&iced prices which Mm» Clarke used to exact ; and 
-the agpnts of which declared they were so, enabled tp 
?ofler them by Mrs. Carey r the present favourite of 
his Royal Highness ; a&4 farmer, that in addition, to 
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commissions in the army, they bad the power jof pro- 
curing all' descriptions o£ places in the church an4 
state. Nay, those agents had not hesitated tQ give ijt 
under their own Rands, that they were employed by 
two of the first officers of his Majesty's administra- 
tion * 

V 

COL. FRENCH'S LEVY. 

Mrs. Clarke's Correspondence toith Capt Sandon\ ' 

M r. Wa/dle has stated in his charges,, that not only 
in the army, but in various departments, both ir* 
church and state, places were thus corruptly disposed 
of; it has also appeared that writerships and other 
appointments under the East India Company ; places 
in the bank, &chave also beet* corruptly .sold. 

* On Mr. Wardle*s Wing ngqoested to name the agents, he 
said the offices he alluded w were held in a court off Thread- 
needle-street ; that the names of the agents wece Haylop an<i 
Pulleu : and that the persons in administration said to be 
connected with them were the Lord Chancellor and the Duke 
of Portland. The House was eouvuteed with laughter at the 
outrageous absurdity of charges which stumbled all belief, 
prosecutions however have been commepced and some of 
the parties will be put upon-theirtrial. 
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- Iii support of these charges we cannot more efic c- 
tually convince, our readers, than by laying before 
them the documents which are printed in the mi* 
nu^es. 

We shall begin with the correspondence of Capt, 
Sandon, who we find was introduced to Mrs. Clarke;, 
through Mr. Corn, the music k master,, who, as well a& 
Captain Sandon, were. clients of &fr. Cockayne, who* 
k will be recollected received the very handsome fee 
of 200L from this tormentor of catgut ; after which* 
we shall give the correspondence of Mr. Rowland 
Malttjy, of Fishmongers' HalL 

It is necessary here to observe, that Capt. Sandotf 

dud Colonel French had applied for a levy through* 

the medium of Mrsv Clarke * r the former of whom* 

became acquainted with this lady through the 

medium of Mr. Cockayne, to. both, of whom they 

#ere clients.'. 

' i •■ 
Mrs. Clarke was first known to Mr, Cockayne 

through Mr. Corn, the music master* 

e6 
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The terms of Mrs. Clarke's interference were to 
have been at first 500U ; there was however soma 
subsequent alterations, and she was to have received 

a guinea additional for every man raised. 

» 

. Mrs. Clarke, who, as wilt appear from the eor- 
pondence was extremely short of cash, says she was- 
teazed every day about this levy. Colonel French 
complaining of other parties having larger bounties 
than were allowed to bis levy, which hurt his recruit* 
ilig very much, was desirous of having his bounties 
increased. 

v ■ 

The bounty was originally thirteen guineas which 
through the interest pi Mrs. Clarke were increased to> 
nineteen* During this period Mis. Clarke says that 
she was teased every day, and she always told, or 
ga*e H. R. BL Col, French's notes. 

It will be recollected that the evidence oTthat 

much injured young female strongly comes in aid of 

' fh}» assertion of Mrs. Clarke's ; for about this period 

ij was* that Miss Taylor, aa nearly as she could re- 



Collect, stated, that the Duke of York said, I am 
exmtmually worried by Col. French— rhe awwrrw «te 
9»*tinumlty about the levy business, pid+s always ivant* 
s*g something wore in his smm /<jtw*. Turning to 
Mrs. Clarke, I think, she states, he said, <' Few dots 
is hehaH to you, Darting for some such kind word* 
m$ he used to use; that was all that was said. 

• On being further questioned, Do you recollect 
any thing further passing than what you have stated f 
Hrs. Clarke replied, ♦♦Middling; not very well.* 
That was all that she said. The Duke said, " Master 
Frenck must mind what he is about, or I shall cut up 
Urn and his lew/ too" 

Mrs. Clarke says she stated to the Commander i* 
Chief that she was to derive pecuniary advantages 
from this levy, and he promised her that Colonel 
French should haws a levy— that she received m 
consequence 500 guineas, bank notes snaking up the 
sum of guineas, 5001. of which she paid to Birkett, 
•O account tor a service of place, and his Royal 
Highness told her he paid the ranaiader by his owa 
bills. 
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This fact was proved by John Messenger, assistant 
Id Mr Birkett, who stated that certain bills draw* 
by Clarke on Farquhar Were taken top by the Dukt 
•of York — that they received on the 19th September* 
* draft of the duke of York's, dated on the ISth of 
J&nuary* 1806, for 4001, dated forward thre* 
months, and due on the 18th February. He also 
istated other bills drawn by Bell on Millard, and one 
jirawn by bell on Pritchard, for 1001. each; and a 
promissory note made by the Duke of York, payable 
to Parker, dated on the 8th of February, At foufc 
months, fpr 2301* 

The bill for 400T. was taken up in 1805. Mi* 
Parker had Mrs. Clarke's jewels as a security iom 
jthese advances* 

> 

The payment of these bills were afterwards proved 
bjr a clerk in the house of Messrs. Coutls and Co* 
H. R.H'8 bankers. 

We have in some .degree digressed to connect the? 
links of evidence* and give. our readers a bird's eye 
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view of the whole of the transaction relative to Col. 
French's levy, which Col .-Gordon complained of was 
so exceedingly unproductive, that it must be discon* 
tinued. 

' We now proceed to Captain Sandon's correspond 
dence* 



No. t. 

" Sir, 

*' Perhaps you may have forgotten there was 
such a person in existence as the writer. I have 
been in the country for a year and a.. half, and I am 
but just returned from it, to remain in town; and i 
should feel myself particularly obliged if you will 
favour me wkh yom friend Colonel French's address* 
or his agent in the inn, in Holborn* which has slip- 
ped my memory. Pray forgive the trouble, and 
believe me your most obedient 

MARY ANN CLARKE.* 

Captain Sanden, 
Royal Waggon Drivers. * 
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No, 2* 

" 14» Bedford-Place, Rmsel-Square r 
July 23. 
"Dear Sir, 
" On Saturday I was favoured with your an* 
swer, but as I have reinoved from Hollis-Streefr to 
this place, to save you the trouble of calling there,, 
these lines are addressed you. 

" I am now with my mother,, and, I fear, for 
the whole of the summer. I did not want any thing 
to/ trench but to ask him a question. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your obliged, &c. &c. 

MARY ANN CLARKE.* 

" Captain Sandon,. Royal Waggon, Train. 

Twopenny Post unpaid, Tottenham C. JLT 
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No. 3. . 

« Sf rs. Clarke will be glad of a «al( km Captain 
Sandon, if he is returned to towp, to day or to* 
jjaorrow. 

" Colonel Sandon, Wmtrowter Bridge/* 



No. 4. 

^ I am thoroughly convinced of the money being 
too trifling. I have mentioned it to a person who know* 
the full value of these things; so you may tell Bacon 
and Sptdding they must give eaefc of them more 
toohmdr*dj and the captains must give me Jffiy 
each move. I am now offered eleven hundred for an 
older officer. 

" I must have an answer this evening to this, as 1 
am to speak with him on it. I have mentioned ft* 
your being concerned for me. I go to the little, 
theatre this evening.* 
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Let us pause a moment, to reflect upon the mode 
in whicK this traffic is carried on, and we may confi- 
dently observe that these written documents will 
throw more light upon this subject than all the 
wpa voce evidence introduced at the bar of the 
House, although that evidence strictly corroborated 
the written documents, and the written documents 
in return contributed to form one close, compact ~ 
and solid body of evidence* 

Mrs. Clarke applies to Captain Sandon for the 
■ address of Colonel French, of whom she says she 
wants nothing but to ask a question* 

In the two last letters we find her chaffering 
about the price of commissions— the money, as she 
has been informed by a person who knew the full 
value of those things (possibly Mr. Donovan) was 
too little, u so Bacon and Spedding must give each 
-of them more two hundred r and the captains must 
p ye J*fty eSLC ^ more." 

"I am now offered eleven hundvedfor an olde* 
•freer? 
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< Ddes not the insulted spirit of the English reader 
flame with indignation at the concluding part of 
this letter— Does not the experienced officer, whose 
only interest is perhaps the regulated price> which he 
can muster with difficulty, by sacrificing the com- 
forts of gray-headed parents, tremble at such 
abuse? Will not his exertions be paralysed, and 
will he not sink into all the apathy of despair, when 
he finds himself thus sacrificed to the avarice and 
caprice of this Petti coated Field-Marshal and CoraJ 
mander in Chief; although, perhaps, the veteran; 
candidate might have acquired his scars in the* 1 
field, or wasted his health in the sultry and pesti- 
lential climes of India. 

»r 

To the immortal honor, however, of Colonel' 
Wardle, and the patriotic Members. of the House of 
Commons, this abuse is at length checked, and we 
trust, by perseverance, will be eventually sup- 
pressed. 

The postscript of this letter carries something also- 
expressive at once of impatience and mystery. 
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11 Mwt have *n answer this eyefting, as she/fe to 
seaRiM^*;" 

Nee Detw intertit digaus nisi viniioe modtw- 

Him ! !! - Who .is this stupendous stranger? She 
ii to see him vpan it. 

Vjpon what* Will any one doubt the answer. 

The next letter introduces Mr. Corn, who, the 
feader will recollect, talked of long nosed, and ugly: 
feces, destroyed Mr. Clarke's letters, and was the 
worthy ancf liberal associate with that unblemished 
•oficitor, Mr. Cockayne. 

Prostitutes, fiddlers, usurers, pawnbrokers, attor- 
neys, army-brokers, and H. R. H, the Field-Marshat 
of Great Britain. Mercy on us, what an heteroge- 
nous mixture ! but in these times 

t« Motley's yow only wear." 
This makes CKeefe's expression no joke ; 
w Akpmder 4 Julias Csesar, Wat Tyler, a&4 Jack Straws 
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• The following letter will also prove to the people 
*>f England, how votes, upon particular occcasionsj 
«re obtained from their representatives ! ! 

, No. 5. 
u Colonel Satidon, 
" Will you, my good Sir, drop me a line on 
Monday morning, saying if you have been able to 
influence any person ttio is with Pitt to attend the 
House on Monday, to give his vote. 

u 1 have this morning received the inclosed from 

Com, and where he marks under, he alludes to your 

business, and as I know he is a story-teller, I send 

you his letter. I am, &c* 

« M. A. CLARKE .• 

M Col. Sainton, No. 15, Bridge Street, 

Westminster Bridge* 

" Pitfs Motion, Spc. Corri.^complainant? 
i 

So here w« hate c^rrtiptotowith Vv^gea^e— 
Iftre wto comiptio*! in ^e fcftnjr to be .used 
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for corrupting the representatives of the people; 
to pollute and poison the very source and fountain ■ 
which can alone purge the Augean Stable, and re* 
store the country to a state of sound and pristine 
health; but the Guardian Angel of Great Britain 
has detected the corruption, and we trust he has not 
interposed his JEgis too late for the salvation of the 
country. 

We shall proceed to give the following letters 
without any comment ; they will sufficiently speak 
for themselves ; and we trust, that the whole of the 
proceedings in this most important Investigation will 
prove, that instead of the conspiracy against the 
House of Brunswick, there has been a conspiracy 
not only against the anny, but the Constitution of 
England. 

No. 6. 
" Dear Sir, 

"'He will do it so let the proposals be sent in . 

by when he gets to town, which will be as soon as 
you get this, for one thousand at finU— The Duke : 
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*f Cambridge has already four thousand. You have 
not any occasion to be very particular as to their 
being Protestants, for I dmt think it of any conse- 
quence to him III I think you had better attend 
him on Tuesday, to ask his opinion of the papers 
sent m on Saturday, as I told Lira t had seen the 
proposals, which you intended to alter and leave 

that evening.- Pray when you go put on a nice 

pair of boots, and let it be about half past 3. 
" Adieu — burn this." 
* Mrs. Clarke** Letter > relative to German Levy!* 

No. 7. 

".Can you give me a call to-day about one or 
two^ or about five? I wish to* see you much. Tell 
Spedding to write in for what he Wants, as the D. 
say 8 that he is much the best. Can you get half a 
dozen or so ' that want interest?-— I want money 9 
which is more imperious. This is what I want to see 
you upon, *o you had better see Gilpin first. What 
is become of Bacon I 
** Colonel Sahdori, - 

"Interest arid Money? 
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No. 8. 

« Dear Sir, 
" Pray do something for me soon as possible; the 
thtke told me this morning you must get on faster 
with your men; he has written to town for that pur* 
pose. You had better send me the exact number of 
all you have sent, and I will shew it him. 
u Colonel Sandon. 
" He complains of the slowness of recruiting the 
levy.* 

No. 9. 

u I send this by a servant to Hampton, hoping 
you will get it sooner. 4 

** Dear Sir, " Thursday morning. 

"..The Duke has neither seen General Tonyn nor 
his son— his son he does not know, and it is six 
months since he saw the General. He has ordered 
him to be gazetted, and is fearful it will be done ere 
he can stop it — he will be at the office to-morrow, 
and if not too late, will stop it. He assured me it 
was entirely owing tome that he thought to do the best 
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Awett and Bligh 
iy putting him where two others Majors have left 

*nd he would of course be two steps higher. 

u I hope to see you to-morrow* when* you will he 
able4o give me the answer from Tony* ; shall be in 
town abotit 5. 

u The King and all the Family are coming to 
, visit the Duke, being his birth-day !! ! Full of com- 
pliment you see.- 

u 12 o'clock, 17th August, 1804. 

**• Colonel Sandon, No. 15, Bridge-street, 

Westminster Bridgo, London." 

" 12 o'clogfr " Two-Penny POSt 

August 17, 1804, Noon. Twickenham.* 



No. 10. 

^ Mrs. darkens compliments await Col. Sandon, 
: thinks it best for him not to come to her box this even- 
ing, as Greenwood goes with both the Dukes this 
- evening, at id of course will watch where your eyes direct 
mow and then ; and should he see and know Colonel 
p 
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*S , may make some remark by saying or . talk* 

ing of the Levy business, and it may be hurtful to 
liis and Mrs. €?s future interests* 

' « 9th Oct. 1804. See Richard Coeur delio*. 

*< Col. Sandon, No. *, Lyon's inn, 



No. 11. 

*' Dear Sir, , 
" Capt'n Tonyn cannot be made this month as \ 
'expected; the D. tells it will be at least three 
weeks, he having so much to do in reviewing : and 
there are some other promotions iwbd to take place— 
however the thing is done* ; 

* The little boy will be attended to. On Moncky 
. I shall go to Vauxhall with a party, when perhaps I 
shall have the pleasure of seeing you ; k is the only 
night this summer 1 shall have the opportunity, as 
on that night he is obliged to attend the Howe of 
Lords, as they expect a great fight on Pitt's motion* 
< I shall at some time take an opportunity of men* 
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Ironing your majority. I asked him what he thought 
if you f AD-- clever fellow— Fan are to hat 
the bounty that Pitt i* to gvoe to the tine, so that 
every thing goes on well. I told him I should see 

you at Vauxhall on Monday, 1 am now at the 

end of my paper) so sh£ll say adieu. 

«M.A.C." 

u fie says General Tonyn is a stupid old fellow, 
'** Relative to the inajority and advance of bounty* 

M Colonel Sandon, No. 15, Bridge-street, 
Westminster Bridge." 

No. 12. 

' * Weybridge, Friday Noon. 

« Dear Sir, " burn this 

" I have mentioned the Majority to the D— * — , he 

is very agreeable to it ; it is the nephew of the 

<5en'l; his son purchased a company last week— — 

Doyoo think it at all possible to oblige me on Monday 

with one hundred, I shall be in town Sunday. If I 

had had the pleasure, of Seeing you at the races, I 

f 2 



intended to have pouited yon out to Me D.~— -* 

If you are in town, will you have the goodness ft* 

-send aline in answer, it will oblige mvch your. 

most 

«'Gbedfc.M. A.C." 

* Colonel Sandon, No. 13, Bridge-street, 
. Westminster Bridge, London." 

« Majority, Viae 8**, l«Ok* 
C 4 

JU»& ESHER * 

1804. 1<J 



No. IS. 

*• f 11 tell you, Col f French, you can materially 
Serve'me^by giving *ne 4 bill for two hundred, for two 
*Wtih$ or ten week*. 

%i \ shall at all times be happy to serve you in any 
way. I like Capt. Sandon extremely, I suppose heJk 
the managing person f %i M« A. C** , 

** Drop me a line in answer* * 

%i 1st letter from Mrs. Clarke," 
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No. 14. 

* Mrs* Clarke's compliments attend oa Colonel 
Sandon, wiU be glad to, see hka to-monx>w from 
eleven till one. 

Thursday, Feb. 28.* 

Two-Penny POST,, a Colonel Sandbn^ 

Coventry-streefc, " No. 8, Lyon's Inn* 

v . ** Wyen-fiteet^ 

No. is. 

* My deaT Sir, 
11 1 am vexed to death^you will know the state ofT 
ley finanoev and I hit noon Speddkig f<m Tuesday i P 
v*hen, behold, the Kegt. lie is is. did their exercise so* 
bad that the Duke swore ut them very mueh f and~hak 
stopped the promotion of every one in it! He said s^. 
much to the Col.. (Wemyss, I think) that if he had 
teen a gentleman he would have, given up — but he 
intends looking, over the memorial to <Jay, as S. has 
not been long in that RegC and he is an, old officer*, 
So that you sec if* he gets his promotion, how very* 
Witch he ought to, be indebted^ to my good, offices. Z 
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must beg hard for Mm, the Duke is very angry wife 
you ; for when he last saw you, you. promised him " 
.300 foreigners, and you have not produced one. 
0, yes. Master Sandon is a pretty fellow to depend on. 
I wish I had hit upon Eustace firsts I told you, I 
believe, that they must be done gradually, his cUrks 
fire so cunning. Get Spedding to write out a li$t 
of his services^ and send it to me fts a private thing to. 
shew him, not addressed to any one. Adieu,** 



No. 16* 
" Dear Sir, 
"I asked this morning if he had himself read those 
papers I gave him of the Col/s, he said that he had ; 
but that he still asked so much more than other 
men, that he could not think of closing with him: 
however Jet him send again, as perhaps he forgets hk 
papers m his hurry, especially as he had those at 
home. 

*1 cannot do myself the pleasure of being 
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Na. 17: 

« Dear Sir, 
u I shall esteem it a favour if you wHlmake im- 
mediate enquiry about a lieutenancy, (I understand 
there are two to be disposed in the 14th light 
dragoons,), as Charles Thompson is determined to quit 
his next week,. and I wish for his own sake that he 
goes direct to the other, as, the Duke might be dis-? 
pleased with any one being idle at this critical 
moment If you are in the way I shall expect a 
line* just to say if you- think it possible for him to. 
purchase so soon. His R. H. goes out of town to 
Chelmsford Saturday, and returns to town to his- 
office 3 o'clock Tuesday. 



"M.A.a? 



u Colonel; Sandon^ 
No. 15, Westminster-Bridge,. 
Bridge-street, , Westminster/' 



Wc shall only here .observe, that Charlesv 
Thompson is the brother of Mrs. Clarke, who wa*>. 
Pi 
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honorably acquitted upon her. evidence of a charge 
in a couit-martial held at Colchester. 



No. 18. ' 
" Dear Siry 

a Major Taylor has proposed to do something ft* 

the Irish levies for his It. -colonelcy, but it will bo 

effected ; the friend of ours says he will let him pur* 

chase, although he is so young a Major,, but this you. ' 

know is nothing to us ; so do you see him, and it 

you enter upon the same terms as before, I think I 

shall be able to teaze him out ofit; let me know the 

Result of it as soon as possible. 

" Do you think it all possible for you and 
French to let me draw a bill on you for 2001* 
I am so dreadfully distressed I know not which way 
to turn myself, and before that will be due you are 
aware of what is to be done for me in that negotia- 
tion. Thank you for the pig, At was the most deli-* 
cate thing of the kind possible. Adieu. 

u Dear Sir, I am, 
" Wednesday, Jan. 30 * &c. &c. 



No. 19; 

"Dear Shy : 

44 As I leave town - on Monday evening,* and* run— 

nitig short of cask, will you be kind «nougk to send- 

me by Monday the hundred [rounds* 

« Colonel Saridon/** « M-A.JCS* 



No. 20- 

"Dear^hy 

" Most unfortunately Bord Bridgewater frayosfcecfc 

- for the vacaney r ..*ere indeed it was one, so that that 

is done U om h * DUt H..IL H* wilt let me: 

know if he can- at 4 o'clock. He does not go out 

of town,- as intended,~to-«n©Trow, on account of his* 

Majesty having, been- insulted yesterday, and stiffs 

fears it. I have a bill- due either. on Saturday or. 

Monday, I know not which day y can you get m* 

the Jive hundred guineas? He has been signed* andl 

will be in the gazette to-morrow > you- know wh*» 

I*mean« 

*. ... ...... 
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i 

" Instead of a 60-guinea harp let it be 100, as t 
have told him you was going to present me one> there- 
fore it most be very elegant* 

"Tell Zimmenees he shall have \torn\ he 
wishes for 700 guineas not \forn\ he shall 
have it in a month. 

" Don't fail burning my scribble soon as read. 

" I do not go out of town to-moxrow. 

" Colonel Sandon, No. 15, Bridge-street^ 
" Westminster : or Duke-street, 
u Adelphi, No. J, Office." 

No. 21. 

H Dear Sir, "Thursday* 

u I am extremely sorry to inform you (for the 

poof boy's sake) but it is impossible to admit him,. 

as he has that misfortune you mentioned of being 

one-eyed.. Do you think it possible to get me ot 
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wfe on Monday for Pitt's motion? It will, if carried, 
lie of some consequence to us hereafter;, try all. 
you can. 

" I remain, dear Sir, Yours, &c. 

" M. A. CLARKEr 

"Colonel Sandon, 
"Bridge-street, No. 15, Westminster-bridge.. 

" Send me an answer.** 



No- Q&: , 
" What you ask will be at your service, and thi* 
letter will be at your office Monday morning.. 
"Colonel Sandon/*- 



No. 23. 
"Mrs. Clarke will be glad to see Captain Sandoir. 
to-morrow, before twelve o'clock, if he is in town ; if 
not, Monday at five.r- 

••Friday, 1 o'clock, 6 JY 

"1804. N.T. 
"Colonel Sandon, No. 5, Bridge-street,* 

"Westminster-bridge" 
* .TWO Py POST unpaid. 
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I. ; . No. 24. ; 

"Dear Sir, 
" There is not any such thing in contemplation: 
as the written question. Wilt you again ask about 
an India Lieutenancy ? As the Duke assures me there 
are two for sale. In consequence of what . I men- 
tioned to him of Kenner, he has made many enqui- 
ries, and finds him to be a black sheep ;. he offered, 
to bribe Col. Gordon a few days since ! ! 

"M.A.C.* 
" Colonel Sandon.^ 48th Antedate^ 



" Dear Sh t 

'Ere I leave town I scratch a few lines, begging 

you to be on your guard in every point; l»»tof 
\ ' '. ~ — ' ' •' * ■ * 

nig name in particular, for the future never breathe 

. . i 

it. I am confident you have a number of enemies, . 

• • ' • ' * 
for yesterday the was" assailed from seven 6r 

c ight different, persons with, invective against you N 

lie is a little angry at something; yetwilt«o,t tell it. 



an 
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me. I think this fellow Kenner tries his friends ; 
they laid fine compktints against you— did you tell 
Zimmenees that as soon a* Tony r was gazetted you 
would get him done, in the same way, and that t 
wa$ the person I Let me see you on Tuesday. 

" Adieu, I am interrupted** 

No!*x 
u My dear Sir, 



u 



Be so good as to look at the gazette to-morrow 
eveng. as I rather expect some of the names to be 
inserted. I have others which I assure you upon' 
my honour* The present for ray trouble for the 
majority is seven hundred guineas, so if you have 
any more this must be the same. I shall be in 
tpwn Monday^ if you wtfl have any thing to comr 
municate* X remain, . . > 

u Dear Sir^your's, &c. &c. 

^Friday .Eveng. 7 o'Clock, ". M.A.C. 

"28Sp. 1804 Nt. 
* : C6lonel Sandon, No. 8, Lyon's Inn, 
\i .^Wyehe-tttet, Strand/ 

. Two^Peiiny^fpST^ ; ... , k ... x 
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No. 27. 

" Dear Sir, 22d— 8th. 

"I make a mistake, it is the 22d regiment Mr. 
Thompson is to purchase into, or the 8th. Shalt, 
I see you to-dayr^ 

M.A.C. 

" What is Thompson to say to his Colonel? 
Charles Farquhar Thompson, 13 to 8 or 22d. 
" Colonel Sandon, 15, Bridge-street, 
u Westminster." 

No. 28. 

H I gave the -papers to his Royal Highness; h*? 
lead them while with me ; said he still thought 
men high ; hut that an answer would be left at his 
office as the way of business. 

" I told him if any was appointed, to give the * 
Colonel the preference. Burn this soon as read* 
I do not comprehend exactly what you mean by. 
five other things ; I do not thiak it possible. 
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No. 29. . 

" Can you send toe one hundred pounds to-day ; 
and let me see you to-morrow morning. 
« Colonel Sandon * * M. A. C." 



No. 30. 

"Dear Sir, Friday. 

u Will you go to the Horse-guards for me to-day, 
and leave a proper letter as coming from Charles 
Thompson, asking for leave of absence for a fort- 
night; but if his service should be wanted he 
would join immediately: if you know any belong- 
ing to the adjutants, you could get it by to-morrow. 
" Colonel Sandon/ M.A.C. 



No. 51. 

44 I have a letter which says you are a money* 
tender r in collegue with a notorious man, calfed 
Dell! I wish to show it you* 



ft* AOTffSirttC HBttOtft* o* 

"I hope you will attend the Duke to-day, as 
Clinton, leaves him on Thursday, and he has all the 
writings for you in hand : he will not leave his office, 
till six.— 

a I shall be glad • of 4 hunfred gdneas, if possible^ 
this week. Saturday week Tonyn will be gazetted % . 
How comes on French? call to-morrow^if possible.. 
* Colonel Sandon, 1,5, Bridge-street,. 
Westminster/' 



No* 3& 

a As your servant has called, and fearing you 
nay not have my letter, beg you. to see the Duke- 
to-day at all events, or else things will be longcj; 
about, as ColoncL Gordon takes Clinton's place on 
Thursday* 

No. S3. 
" ftear Shy 
% * ,r l?ray what can Speddtng mean by asking on> 
Thursday, through General Tonyn,. for leave to go. 
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ea. half-pay?* Tls odd behaviour, and you must : 
think that some one. thinks me used very ill ; of*" 
course, till this is fully explained, I shall drop all 
thoughts of any thing else. 

u Saturday, «« I remain. yourV 

* Colonel S anion." « M.A.C. 

No. Si. , 

\. " Sir, : . ■ ....:■•;■ •< 

, " I anv exactly treated as I have been led to, 
believe, from more than one quarter, bu£ will thank* 
you to send me Colonel French's address to-day, 
before the post goes out* f have nothing to do- 
with, your agent, you know. ;■ k .'-.■;'. . 
4i I remain, Sir, your most obedient, 

No. 35. 

i 

" As Colonel Sandon did not call according to 
promise, Mrs. C. hopes he will have the goodness to 
send her a bill at two monts, in the morning; surely 
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all things will be settled before that becomes due.. 
Mrs. C. hopes he will not disappoint. 

a Monday. 
" Colonel sandon, Lyon's Inn* 

* Wyche-street" 



No* 36< 

u Sir, 
" Yon have disappointed me dreadfully, a bill o£ 
one hnndied at three months is useless, it must be 
fortwo hundred at three months, or one at six week* 

lor one hundred" 
or two months. I 1 beg yon to return it by the 
bearer, as I mentioned my situation to you. Word* 
it thu s ■ I promise to pay to six weeks or two. 
months after date, pay Mr. Thompson, or ordeiyth&r * 
sum of one hundred pounds for value received. 

" Pray let me hare it this evening at all events. 

« M.A.C. 



_ J 
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No. 37. 
" Mrs. Clarke's compliments attend Captain San- 
don, will feel herself much obliged if he will do his 
best for Thompson in the recruiting business, as on 
his getting the men early will give him first rank. 

" Mrs. C. has not been able to get an answer 
from H. IV H. about Taylor, 

« Dec. 26. 
" Colonel Sandon, No. 8, Lyon's Inn, 

« Wych Street* 
2 Two Py. POST. Dec. 26tb, 1804. 

Blandford. Dec. 26, 1804. 

J. S. 7 o'clock, 26 Dec. 1 804. N. nu 

No. 38. 
" Mrs. C. must again intreat the assistance of 
Colonel S— '. He well knows she has always 
done as he has wished her to do. 
a Colonel Sandon, No. 8, Lyon's Inn, 
* Wych Street^ 
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No. 39. 
" I am totd an answer is left out for Colonel; j 

French at the office, and that now he has dropped. j 

three guineas per man.— ■ 

" I am. not aware of what the answer is. intended, 
to convey. 

^ Mr. Corn., [tornl k wiii 



No. 40; 

**> I hope you will not disappoint me, as on you, 
alone depend my hopes of taking up a hill over due. 
* Colonel Sandon," 



No. 41. 

" ty. Westbourne Pkce, Sloan Square, Dec* 2<fc. 
" Pear Sir, 
" Let me know where you are, and I have not? 
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the least dotibt bat I can serve you essentially, and 
Remain as ever your friend. 

« MARY ANN CLARKE** 
'"" Captain Sandon, Waggon Train, Spain. 
41 By Messrs. Greenwood and Co. Lyon's 
Inn, Strand, London." 

Portsmouth, Jan. 29, 1 809. 
fid Dec. 1808. 

G. Jan. 30, I8O9. 



*1R. DONOVANS CORRESPONDENCE; 

in the former documents, viz. Captain Sandon's 
^correspondence, we have cortfined ourselves to the 
."corrupt disposal of commissions in the army, we 
shall now step a little further into the interior of 
*his warehouse, where wc shall find not only com* 
^missions in the army, bat places in the custom* 
iiouse, and even preferments in the church, viz* 
the Deaneries of Hereford and Gloucester; one for 
the Rev. Dr. Glasse, we £rnvly believe without his 
.knowledge or privity — the other, the Rev. t>r 9 
> Basely, Chapkrin to the Duke of Gloucester, and 
Avho, Mr. Donovan says* » recommended by 40 many 
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persons of fashion, Bishops of Norwich and Salis* 
bury, &c. about whom "the ladies are so very 
anxious. 



No. 1. 

" Charles-street, St. J'ames's-square, 

October 20M, 18k>8» 
u Dear Madam, 

M The Deanery of Hereford is vacant, and in the 
sole gift of the* Duke of Portland; can you procure 
it for the Rev. G. H. Glasse? I would myself un- 
known to him, give 10001. for it It must be 
filled by next Saturday, at least, so a gentleman, 
who has just given me the information, said, Mr. 
G. is my most particular friend, and I would make 
great sacrifices to serve him; he is not in town at 
present. I can with confidence assure you he is a 
very good scholar, a man of good fortune, and an 
^extraordinary kind friend, of excellent connections, 
well known to the Dukes of Cumberland and 
Cambridge. He is rector of Hanwcll, Middlesex, 
His town house No» 10, Sackvi lie Street 
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r "*' The money will be deposited on Wednesday 
next, for the Landing Waiter's Place. 

" An Inspector *>f the Customs, whose duty is 
rowing in a boat about the river, visiting and placing 
^officers on board different ships, is about to be su- 
peranvrated, the salary is 400 -per annum ; I ani 
applied to for the appointment, oh the resignation 
'taking place; 10001. is offered for it. 

" Your*s very truly, 
«' Mrs. Clarke/ J.DONOVAN. 

• • No. 2: 

" Charles-street, St. James's-squart, 
October fith, ISO** 
^ Dear Madam, 
"*' Some friends of the Rev. T. Baseley , M. A. ana 
extremely desirous of -procuring for him promotion 
in the church ; and it appears to them a very favour- 
able opportunity, the vacancy of the Deanery of 
Salisbury, to make application to the Duke of Port- 
land; and in ord4r to secure an interest without his 
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knowledge of a party of Ladies, At the head of whoriT 
is la^y Cardigan, have subscribed a sum of money % 
SOOO guineas, which is ready to be deposited to carry 
in to execution their intended plan* 

Mr. Basely is well known to his Grace, and wa» 
particularly recommended to her Majesty by Lady 
Cardigan, on the publication of his pamphlet, * The 
'"Claims of the Soman Catholics vonstttutionally con* 
isidered, $fc. $0! This- chaplain to the Duke of 
Gloucester, and the Bishop of Lincoln, went mth 
ids Grace upon some occasion to serve the Marquis * 
of Titchfieid; would be very strongly recommended 
by many persons offashion^ the Bishops of Norwich 
and Salisbury. I have a letter from each to Mr. 
Baseley in my possession, which would shew the 
estimation in which he is held by them. The Ladies 
4rt very anxious, and at the same time desirous that 
jhe should not know through what channel the 
money is raised* much less the application, nor do 
they wish to know any thing further than that he 
shall succeed, and then to agreeably: surpise hm$ 
or rather thai his Grace,, without any -preftce 
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jhould have the whole merit of having selected so 
worthy a man to fill the vacancy. Your answer will 
oblige, 

" four's very truly, 

" J. DONOVAN." 

" Lord M. and Mrs. Jn. are in town,*' 

No. 3. 
" CharVs-ttreet, St. Jame$'s-*$uarB > 
Nov. 16, im.° 
" Dear Madam, 
" The place of Inspector of the Custom is mom 
Vacant by the death of Mr. Booty, and I learn that 
the queen and the Duke of Dorset are about to 
apply for it. I hope you will procure it for Mr. 
Henry ToMn, the gentleman you were so good to say 
you would serve when an opportunity offered. I 
will do myself the pleasure of waiting on you when- 
ever you will appoint on the subject. Can you 
procure the paymastership to a second battaHon for 
500?. " YourV very truly, 

"J.DONOVAN* 
" Mrs. Clarke." 

o 
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No. 4. 

"Dec. 14, 1808. 

Ai Dear Madam, 
" I regret much that I had not the pleasure 
to see you on * Saturday evening. It was the 
only time I had been out since Tuesday, and I have 
suffered considerably in consequence, from my 
wound. 

" I am daily applied to for the particulars of the 
appointment at Savannah La Marr. Is it a Surveyor 
of Customs and Landing Waiter? Is the salary 
13001. per annum, or how much is the salary, and 
from what do the perquisites arise? Is the 1300/. 
sterling or Jamaica currency? What* is the duty? 
Can you procure- the Landing Waiter's place, in Ja- 
nuary next ? ' 

" The Paymaster's second battalion? 
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" Relative to the fcffcf*, I am in part ready, and 

wish to consult with you relative to them. I shall 

be at home this evening, and, if able to bear the 

motion of a carriage, dine in your neighbourhood 

to-morrow* 

" I remain, dear Madam* 
" Your*s very truly, 

" J. DONOVAN." 

" Mrs. Clarke." 



No. 5. 

u Charles-street y St. James'ssquarc, 
Dec. 23d, 1808. 
" Dear Madam, 
" I am daily plagued oboist tie Savannah La Mar 
appointment; also respecting the Landing Waiter's, 
the 2d Battn. Paymastership, and the Commissary- 
ship. Pray let* me hear from, or see you, on the 
subject of the Savannah business particularly. 

" Mrs. Howes requested me to thank you in her 
name for your kindness, and have got into disgrace 
g2 
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% ( not l#$ng done, so sooner, an<} for not letting 
l$er know when you caU'd last. 

** Your i very trujy^ 

"J.DpNQTAN* 

" Mrs. H. sends her compts." 
" Mrs. Clarke." 

The following are letters from Mrs. Clarke to 
Donovan, which, as it will be observed, were received 
after the charges. 

[Tto^itnei^cleJivefe^Tin, tw^p letters, which were 
read, dated tfye 28th of January, and the 1st 
of February, I8O9J 

" Dear Sir, 

" I am much mortified is seeing, in this dayV 
paper, the free use of your name and mine in the 
debate last night. I however took an opportunity of 
seeing Mr. Wardle on the subject, and I find he is by 
no means so ill disposed as his speech seemed to 
evince ; but he tells me, that as I have committed 
myself and my papers, he is determined to make 
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every possible use of them, that to him seems pro- 
per. I must be candid, and tell you, that in ordei 
to facilitate some negotiations, I had given him a 
few Of your letters. In one you speak of the Queen, 
in another of the two deaneries. The deaneries of 
Hereford and Salisbury, the former for Dr. Glasse, 
and the latter for Baseley. As to myself, I must of 
course speak the truth, as I shall be put on oath. 
Let me persuade you, if called on, to keep to the 
truth, as I am convinced you will ; but I mean the 
whole truth, as to what has passed formerly between 
yourself and me. I have a thousand thanks for 
your being so quiet upon the 130 ; you shall have it 
the moment my mother' comes from Bath. 1 fear, if 
you are backward, Wardle will expose the whole of 
the letters he has to the House. 

" Your's, truly, 

tc M. A. CLARKE." 
" Saturday evening." 

" In order to relieve your mind, 1 send my servant, 

though late." 
Indorsed: 
" Reed. 28th Jany. 1809, late at night." 

« 3 



.^, 
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Wednesday Morning, Feb. I, 1809" 

" Dear Sir, 

" I yesterday saw Mr. Wardle; ke had a let- 
ter from youT friend Glass, begging him not to take 
any business in hand, where his name is mentioned; 
and he asks for you also. He was tutor to Wardle. 
Now Mr. Wardle assures me, by every thing honour- 
able, that if you speak candidly and fairly to the fact 
of Tony ns, he will ask nothing more; and if he has 
been at all intemperate with your name, he will do it 
every justice. Take my advice and do it; it cannot 
injure you. 1 understand your friend Tuck some 
months ago put a friend of his in possession of 
Tonyn's business; and yesterday a man of the name 
of Finncrty gave him a case, which, he says, he had 
from you, of a Captain Trotter and another. Of 
course you will not mention my telling you this. I 
wish from my soul Mr. Wardle had taken it up less 
dispassionately, he might have done more good. Why 
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do you not send me a line ? I dare say Clavering is 
hugging himself, as he did not send the recommenda- 
tion. 

. "Your's, &c. 

" M. A. C." 



We now proceed to the would-be Dean of Salis- 
bury, or some other deanery — Dr. Baseley, good easy 
man, ignorant of the secret agency of Mr. Donovan, 
and his. female friends, to give him an agreeable sur- 
prise, by promoting him without his knowledge, 
applies himself personally to the Duke of Portland, 
and actually offered his Grace a bribe of 30001, for 
the deanery of Salisbury, which was treated as it 
ought, by acquainting the Bishop of London, whose 
recommendation was rather more unfashionable than 
that of the Bishops of Norwich and Salisbury. 

The following letter was read by the Marquis of 
Titchfield in the House of Commons. 

o 4 
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" Norfolk-Streety Grosvenor-Squarc. 
" My Lord Duke, 

" I wished particularly to sec your Grace 
upon the most private business. I cannot be fully 
open by letter. The object is, to solicit your Grace's 
recommendation to the deanery of Salisbury, or some 
other deanery j for which the most ample pecuniary re- 
pmnerationl will instantly give a Draft to your Grace. 

For Salisbury, three thousand pounds. I hope 
your Grace will pardon this, and instantly commit 
these lines to the flames. I am nop? writing for the 
benefit of administration 9 a most interesting pamphlet* 
Excuse this openness; and I remain your Grace's 
" Most obedient and 

" obliged Servant, 

OT.BASELEY." 

" I will attend your Grace whenever you may 

appbint, but sincerely be^ your Grace's secresy." 

Indorsed : 

Delivered by the writer himself to my servant, on 

Tuesday, 3 Jan. 180JI, at Bn. House, P."^ 
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Thfr letter, said the Marquis of Tichfield, was de- 
livered by the writer himself, ancf is indorsed by the 
Duke of Portland, the 3dof January in the present 
fear. Upon receiving this tetter, rny noble relation, 
finding that the writer 1 of it was gone, gave particular 
orders; that Mr. Baseley never should be admitted 
irito his house, and the same day wrote a letter to 
the Bishop of London, of which tHe following was 
the copy, inclosing also Baseley '3 letter. 

" Burlington House, Tuesday, 3d Jan. 180S 
" My Lord, 
" The person by whom the note inclosed was left 
at ofy* h6Use this morning, being possessed, as I un- 
derstand, of one, if not of two chapels in your Lord- 
ship's diocese, I consider it to he incumbent upon 
me, from the sense I have of the duty I owe ta the 
public, as well as from my respect for your Lordship, 
not to suffer you to remain uninformed of it; and I 
accordingly take the liberty of laying it before you* 

"I have reason to believe that the note is written 
by the person whose name is subscribed to it, as I 
g 5 ~ 
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have heretofore received notes or letters from him, 
the writing of which, to the best of my recollection, 
very much, if not exactly, resembles that of the note 
enclosed ; and one, if not more of which, was written 
at my house in consequence of my declining to see 
him. The note inclosed, however, he brought with 
htm ; and on my desiring to be excused seeing him, 
he gave it to my servant, and immediately left my 
house. 

" As I have no copy of the note, I must desire your 
Lordship to return it to me." 

Indorsed : 
" To the Lord Bishop of London, 3d Jan. 18Q9 * 

Answer by the Bishop of London. 

" FulhamrHouse, Jan. 5, 1809* 
« My Lord, 
" It is impossible for me to express the astonish- 
ment and indignation which were excited in my mind, 
by the perusal of the letter which your Grace has 
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done me the honour of enclosing ; a mark of your 
attention, for which I must beg you to accept my 
best thanks. 

" It is too true that this wretched creature Baseley 
has one if not two chapels in my diocese. I have long 
known him to be a very weak man, but till this insuf- 
ferable insult upon your Grace, I did not know he 
was so completely wicked, and so totally void of all 
principle: and as your Grace is in possession of the 
most incontestible proofs of his guilt, you will, I 
trust, inflict upon him the disgrace and the punishment 
he so richly deserves. > 

" I have the honour to be, 

" With the highest respect, 
« My Lord, 
" Your Grace's most humble' 
,, % " and obedient servant, . » 

«B. LONDON* 



« 6 
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MR. ROWLANQ MALTBY? OORRESFO* 
DENCE. 

We now proceed to another branch of this general 
agency, and submit to onr readers, with 'a very few 
observations, the correspondence of Mr. Rowland 
Maltby, of Fishmonger's HaH, who, Mrs. Clark* 
observes, was her Duke of Portland. 

This correspondence relates to negociations for 
places of different descriptions, and arrangements 
relative to the deposit of money for places in the 
War-Office, cadetships, &c. 

Omnia venal* Roma. 

, . . No/*, 
''Bear.Mwlain, Friday Morn. 

" Th/e jnegune Afefor»Mr» WHiams is going to India ; 
thi^is.lufcky ; therefore, let him immediately pro- 
Tide the needful, and I will arrange in 'what way it is 
to be deposited. Have you written to him, as no 
time is to be lost. 
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"AstottaSd laUat kthegmtlmankfiie aid 

prepared ? 

u Your** truly, 

«B.M» 
" Ps*y pv* MB « &vr m, hb, 19 

No. 2. 

"Dear Madam, 
"If you cmby any means forward tkcadjuttmatf 
of Mr. Manners' account as to his claims respecting 
the 26th regt, whilst ia Egypt, of which the late 
General Manners was the Colonel, 

" You will much oblige, dear Madam, 
" Your*s truly, 
*/«/jr28th. "R. MALTBY.* 

"l.dwft kn&w»y©u& trm address* Ii called' in 
Hpllevstrpe^ a< few days ago, and.firani yoaivme: 



t/m: 



pp 



No. 3. 



* My aeai,Mada#v Saturday En. 

1 IAatft you very much for your kind Attw^Mi; » 
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you would be quite a treasure in every xoay to any 
Secretary of State, 

" I am as anxious as you can be, that there may 
be no disappointment in the Commssp. ; and I am 
goading the parties every day. 

" You say nothing of the P ship 2d batt. ; is 

the party ready ? 

" When do you leave B place ? 

" I am, dear Madam, 

u Tour's, truly, 

"R.M* 

No. 4. 
" Dear Madam, 
" If I have not the letter of recommendation im- 
mediately, and the money ready, I fear it will be 
lost. I understand the regiment is very respectable^ 
but I do not know the county yet. 

" Remember the Paymastership. 

"Your* truly, 
« Friday After*. R.M." 
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No. 5. 
" Dear Madam, May 20M. 

" Mr. M. is not, I believe, in this country, but 
far distant ; so it will not answer to send your letter. 
Shall I enquire for the object you mention ? What 

rank, and what shall I propose for it ? 

« 

"Do you know any one who wishes, on certain 
terms, a Paymasters/tip in the E* Indies t 

" I will enquire about the other matters. 

" Your*s truly, 

"R.M.* 

No.6. 

" Dear Madam, 
" I shall ascertain to-morrow every thing respect- 
ing the P.ship. 

" Will any person you know like a place in the 
Bonk, about one hundred pounds per ann«? 
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" I believe another P. ship of a first, and one of a 
2d battaU may be had, and militia adjutancies. 
"DarfSfaiferiY 
"Yovrttttly, 

No. 7. 
"Dear Madam,. Thursday, 5 Aft* 

" I have been in search of Mr. Barber, both in 
Bream's-buiVdings and' tile city, without success : 
I shall 'see Mm tontiorrbw at eleven, and I am satis- 
fied- 1 shall arrange with him (I hope as he wishes.) 

" In the mean time, as it is certain Mr. Williams 
may have what he wishes/ I beg you will be so 
good as to send to Mr. BxosrneHmttattfy to call on 
n«S a*' it; cftto**' fe Kept* lbtigeTthair a day open; 
and I think I can satisfy Mr. B. that there will be 
no dkappomtment* Ray send to him directly, 
"Yfcurfve^tHily, 

-net; Mr 
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" The receipts to be taken in the short form, as it 
is likely Coutts & Co. will not like to sign such a 
special receipt as that written by Mr. B. 

" 6301. to be deposited at Messrs. Coutts & Co. 

in names of L. & B. 
" k 1571* Its. at Messrs. Birch and Co. in the 

names of — — Blake and Wm. Barber — 
u & to take a similar receipt." 

41 It is abwlutebj necessary to make tike deposit to- 
. nwnwr, Friday, (if not already done) as the appoint- 
ment otherwise will probably^m/.* 

Addressed: 
" Mrs. Clarke, Tavistock-Place, 
14, Russel- Square* 

(The three following papers are written in pencil. J 

* Forms of Receipt." 
" Received Sept. 1 808, of M. Blake and 

the sum of three hundred and sixty-seven 
pounds ten shillings, to be repaid by us to the bearer 
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of this receipt, upon producing the same, indorsed 
by the said M. Blake and 

"(Signed) . BIRCH & Co," 

" I do hereby agree to indorse a certain receipt^ 
dated Sept. 1808, for 3671. 10s. received of 

M. Blake and "myself, by Messrs. Birch, Chambers 
and Co. immediately on the appointment of 

as a clerk on the establishment in 
the War-office. 

" Witness my hand, this day of Sept. 1808. 

" N.B. A similar engagement to be signed as to 
521. 10." 

" Received Sept. 1808, of and 

R. Maltby, the sum of fifty two pounds ten shillings, 
to be repaid by us to the bearer of this receipt, upon 
producing the same indorsed by the said 
and R. Maltby. 
" (Signed) BIRCH & Co.* 

u Dear Madam, 
" It is impossible for me to pay the cash in this 
day, or even to-morrow, as it is in the Bank. Under- 
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standing from you that it would not be wanted for 
a fortnight, I hope the business will not be stopped 
for the want of this, for you may rest assured, ho- 
nour is the order of the day in this transaction, and 
L. will come up directly and supply the cash. I 
have made a little alteration in the blank receipt and 
agreement you sent me, but which I dare say will 
not be objected to by Lloyd & Co. 

" Your's very oby. 
« Tuesday. Wm. BARBER * 

"Reed. Sept. 1808, of 

Lloyd, Esq. and William Barber, the sum of 

to be repaid by lis to the bearer of this re- 
ceipt, upon producing the same indorsed by the said 
Lloyd and Wm. Barber, or by the said 
Wm. Barber only, in case such receipt, with the said 
joint indorsement thereon, shall not be produced to 
us within two months from the date hereof. 

u Signed) COUTTS & Co." 

u Agreement. 
u I Wm. Barber do hereby agree to indorse a cer- 
tain receipt, dated Sept. 1808, for 
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received of John Lloyd, Esq. end myself, by M<*sr*. 
Coatts k Co. immediately on tif£ appointment oT 
J. K. Lodwick, Esq. to the place of assistant com- 
missary, appearing m the London Gazette, provided 
*uch appointment takes place within two month* 
from the -date heteof. And X, &e *aid John Lloyd, 
do hereby «gree* drat in case the febove-n&etttioncd 
appointment shall not appear in the Ixttidoto Gfezettte 
within the time aibeve-itfentioned, then that I the 
said Jm Lloyd will indorse over such receipt to the 
said Wm. Barber, to enable him to receive such 
above mentioned sUra from Messrs. Coutt and Co. 

so deposited in thfeir btads. 

« LLOYD. 

w b," 
baroness nolekin & major shaw's 

LETTERS. 

We shall conclude our selection from the written 
documents with two letters from the Baroness 
Nolekin, who had applied to Mrs. Clarke for a 
pension of 4001. per annum. And a letter of com- 
plaint from Major Shaw, Barrack-Master at the 
Cape of Good Hope, who had been under half- 
pay under the following circumstances : 
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Mrs, Clarke had obtainedifor him the above situa- 
tion, for which she ha4 received 500li with which 
she not being satisfied, complained to H> R. Hi who 
said " he had told her all along- that she had a very 
bad soft of . man. to dealiwith, and that she ought to 
have been, more, careful, and that he would imme- 
diately put him on half pay." 



No. l. 

"Dear Madam, 
** I see by the papers, that the D« « • • was with 
the King yesterday morning, and that Mr. Pitt had 
a private audience of his Majesty, I the^fere in- 
dulge a* hope that my - request may have- been 
thought of; do then* my dear Madam, inform me 
in- what state, of forwardness it; now staads, when 
and] by whom, my letter- was given, and how re- 
ceived* Pasdan my giving you. .the trouble of ans- 
wering . me aB 'these questions, but. the very kind < 
part you have taken in this business assures me you 
will pardon me, and think it but natural I should' 
leal oiutotff- i*^jnattep<tfsa- much consequence ta 
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me and mine. A thousand thanks for the carp you 
were so good as to send me yesterday, and with my 
kindest wishes, be assured, 

*' My dear Madam, 

" I remain most sincerely, 
u Your most obliged, 
" M. NOLEKEN." 
" Thursday, Roe o'clock, 
" Mis. Clarke, 18/' 

No. 2; 

" Glo'ccster-Placc, Sept. %t. 

" My dear Madam, 
" I am this moment favoured with your very kind 
letter j this fresh mark of your friendship gives me 
great pleasure. I hope the change of air has per- 
fectly restored your health, and that I shall have the 
satisfaction of seeing you return to town in as good 
looks as ever. My dear Baron, with his best respects 
to you, begs you will have the goodness to assure 
H. R. H. of the deep sense of gratitude he feels for 
the Duke's gracious remembrance of him, and thinks 
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with you that His Mty. would be more liberal to 
him than Mr. — — if he dare presume to judge 
from His Mty's goodness to him for these forty years 
past, on every occasion. I hope the weather has 
been as fine at Margate as in London ; it has, thank 
God, quite restored my health. I flatter myself you 
will favour me with a visit on Wednesday, any 
time most agreeable to you to name ; for, be as- 
sured I enjoy very sincerely the pleasure of your 
society, exclusive of the gratitude I shall ever feel 
for the kind interest you take for me and mine. 
Adieu, my dear Madam. 

" Believe me your*s most truly, 
«M. NOLEKEN. 
" Mrs. Clarke, Royal Hotel, 
Margate, Kent." 

MAJOR SHAW'S LETTER. 

Off Lizard and a fair wind. 
. u Although I have troubled you so often, and 
although my mind is nearly convinced that the 
hardships of which I complained has been rectified, 
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by the order of the Gazette in respect to my reduc- 
tion being rescinded, yet whilst even the suspicion of 
so serious an evil and indeed an injustice continues, 
I knew that you will make every allowance, and 
pardon my being so importunate. In addition to 
• the custom of the army being in my favour (as you 
mentioned), the following instances- are specifically 
so t and in the same appointment: Lieut. CoL 
Carey, D. B. M. 6. Major 28th regb Lt; Col. Ve- 
sey, D. B. M* 6. Canada, £t. Col, 29th regt the 
late Colonel Brinsky, D. B. M. G. West Indies, re- 
tained also his full pay-commission. .until his death; 
and I believe I stand rimgyk r in the army, in an 
officer being: appointed to the Staff abroad, and re- 
duced on half-pay in consequence. Thras my case 
bears in point of right. Your feelings will justify 
my expectations in point of promise and assurances. 
The first impression of receiving injury at the hands 
from whence I had trusted to have merited the 
controiy* Aiettha onfyvexcusetvl can plead for any 
intemperance thatonay-hfeve appeared in my letters, 
yo*.. will, I am sensible* as my mind was at the 
ft** afiected* readily pawton, The period may ar- 
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*ive in which you will know that, independent of 
particular consideration, I merited your good offices ; 
but until circumstances develope themselves, you 
shall never understand them through me or by my 
means. However severely I have felt, however 
warmly I may have expressed myself, of this be 
assured, that yon shall not experience uneasiness of 
my occasioning. Tho' thus -decided at present, yet 
permit me to say, that it does not arise from viewing 
otkeri&se the severe and cruel injury of putting me 
*o» hal£pay. Independent *of present mortification, 
my prospects in the active line of my profession 
are ruined by it, and, God knows, they are not 
^very brilliant, considering either the length or the 
nature of my services. Further, Madam, in my 
present septxrat ioti from my children, it creates in 
me sensations particularly painful, when I reflect, 
that if approaching that state to which we must all 
at some period arrive, that I could not (by this mea- 
sure) have the consolation of resigning my commis- 
sion by sate for the benefit of my large family ; and 
that they should in this event have no other me- 
mento of my having served 23 years 9 than in the ex- 
« 



146 AUTHENTIC MEMOIRS OF 

pences of the purchase, &c. &c. of some commis- 
sions. , In such cases the humane consideration of 
the present Commander in Chief have been emi- 
nently distinguished. 

u I shall no longer trespass; my only apology 
ye$ts in that every feeling is involved in the present 
object 1 had even appropriated my full pay for 
the. education of two children remaining in England ; 
» but illness has for some time deprived me of all 
my family- Let me, Madam, owe good offices to 
you, and I shall be ever grateful. From your ex- 
plaining this case, I am certain that his justice will 
be extended to me. Let me not be driven from my 
profession. Do away the present bar to my family 
joining mc at the Cape ; for I am sure that your sen- 
timents will accord, that 1 ought not to serve when, 
no longer with honour and on a reciprocal footing 
with those similarly appointed. 

u We are not likely, I fear, to be a healthy fleet ; 
some ships are very crowded, and sickness has al- 
ready made its appearance ; and there are two ships, 
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♦Iliear, without either doctor or medicines. Fare-, 
wel : and I hope io receive your commands. 

" Do away the present evil, and unite the ap- 
pointments I mentioned, and I will annually remit 
3001. Whilst I'remain, remember do me justice, let 
not any thing prevent this; allow not self or family 
have ever to say, that we owed misfortune to such a 

hand." 

** Addressed : Mrs. Clarke, 

st Gloucester-place, 
"" IS. JPortman-aquare/' 
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AUTHENTIC PARTICULARS 

RELATING TO 

THE SEPARATION 

MmSPXMMIG ENES&THEf DUKJR OF TOBM 

ffitGM % 

MRS- CLARKE. 



The Public must naturally feel a curiosity!, to 
know what the circumstances were, which led to 
the separation of his Royal Highness the Dukeof 
York from the. subject of these memoirs. 

Let us, in the first place, listen to the account 
giveo^by William Adam, Esq. who, on the first 
night of this important investigation, rose imme* 
diately after Mrs. Clarke had withdrawn, and 
gave the following statement : 

In the year 1789, Mr. Adam was desired by his 
Royal Highness the Duke of York to look into 
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tome concerns of bis, and from that time up to 
the present period, he has continued his attention 
to those concerns, as he says, not in & professional 
but perfectly gratuitous,- and without any emolu- 
ment. U came to this gentleman's knowledge, 
m the year 1805, that the husband ef Mrs/Clarke 
threatened an action for crim. con. against the 
I>uke of York,- Mr. Adam was commissioned to> 
institute an enquiry on this subject ; in the 
course oT which he discovered, that the conduct 
of Mrs.Clarke was not so correct as it ought to 
Rave Been,* antf that it had" a tendency to preju- 
dice hrs Kbyal Highnesses interests, not in a mili- 
tary or publkr point of view, but his interest, and 
his nttme 9 with regard to money. The Royal Duke 
was unwilling to believe that there was any thing 
improper in the conduct of his mistress, tilt a cer- 
tain fact brought these transactions more directly 
home to his- Royal Highnesses attention. 

Mr.> Adam now directed the enquiry more at 
large, and employed Mr. Lowton, an eminent so-* 
licitor,> who employed Mr, Wilkinson, his man of 
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trust, to look into the business ; and early h> 
May, 1806, the result of their investigation war 
submitted in writing to the Confmander In Chief* 

Mr. Adam felt he had an unpleasant duty to 
discharge ; but he was determined that nothing 
should prevent him from following up the busi- 
ness, and extricating the Royal Duke from the 
person with whom he was connected* 

By direction of his Royal Highness,. Mr. Adam, 
had an interview with Mrs. Clarke, during which, 
he conducted the conversation to those points* 
which led him to discover, with perfect accuracy*, 
how far there was truth or falsehood, in the in for* 
mation which he had obtained in the manner be- 
fore stated* 

It had been represented to Mr. A. that Mrt- 
Clarke had defended an action as a married wo- 
man, having obtained the property for which, the 
action was brought, in the character of a widow. 
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Investigation was made with regard, to the 
place of her marriage ; and it waa found she was 
married a minor at Pancras. She had represented 
at different times, that her mother was of a fa- 
mily of the name of Mackenzie ; that her father 
was named Farquhar, that they lived in" the 
neighbourhood of Berkhampstead, and that ac- 
counts would be had of the family there. 

The Berkhampstead Register had been dxami- 
ctined with that view for forty years back. Irr the' 
course of conversation, upon Mr. Adams's inter- 
view with Mrs. Clarke, he took occasion to ask 
her where. she was married r when she stated to 
him seriously and distinctly, that she was married 
at Berkhampstead* She likewise stated, that her 
husband was a nephew of Mr. Alderman Clarke* 
bow the ehamberlain of London r whith was- also* 
found, upon investigation, to ba untrue. 

In a few days after this* his Royal Highne?sV 
mind being made up» to separate himself from 
h. * 
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Mrs. Clarke, Mr, Adam was empfoyed to make a* 
personal communication to her of his Royal High- 
ness'* determination. This commission Mr. Adam 
executed ; and accompanied it with a declaration,, 
that the Duke of York thought it his duty, if her 
conduct was correct, to give her an annuity of 
4001. a year* to be paid quarterly ; that be could 
enter into no obligation in writing, by bond or 
otherwise ; that it must rest entirely upon his word,. 
(what pity 'twas not his honour) to be performed 
according to her behaviour ; and that he might 
therefore have it in his power to withdraw the aa-^ 
nuity in case her behaviour was such as to make* 
him consider that it was unfit it should be paid* 

Mrs. Clarke appeared much surprised y but by. 
no means exasperated at this communication ; but 
she declared her determination toaee the Duke 
again, nay, gave Mr, Adam to understand, thai 
she did not despair of being able to prevail upon, 
him to receive her again under h'» protection. In- 
deed, from the billet doux which have found their 
way to the public,, it is not to be wondered, that 



irks: <w JttfY' aw ' ca'Atittc: 1&3 

she should feel very confident'of her influence over 
that royal personage. 

Mr. Adam has laboured uracil to convince the 1 
House of Commons, that the investigation into the 
conduct of Mrs. Clarke, had not for its object any 
tiling connected with her military transactions, but' 
merely how far the Duke of Vork's name was like-- 
ly te be committed by her mode of raising; 
money. • 

It appears very strange after this, that Mr. 
Ebwton, the gentleman employed -in this investi- • 
gation, should liave declared, that he did not in 
any of the enquiries he had made, discover that 
she- had made me of the Duke of York's name to 
raise money ; only it appeared to him, that in 
consequence of the protection she had from the 
Duke of York, and the way she lived, many per- 
sons were induced to trust her further than he 
thinks they would have done, if it had hot been 
for that protection. The same gentleman states, 
that Aw enquiries were ef a nature which regarded ' 
H 5 
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Mrs. Clarke's husband and her family > rather than? 
the mode in which she acquired money. 

Here is certainly a flat contradiction in evi- 
dence : Mr* Adam says, that in the course of his 
enquiries, he discovered that Mrs. Clarke's con* 
duct had a tendency to injure the Duke's interest* 
and hie name with regard to money* What can be 
understood by this, hut that Mrs* Clarke employ- 
ed the name of his Royal Highness for the pur- 
pose of raising money ; yet Mr* Lowton, who was 
employed ta conduct the enquiry more at large, 
and reduce it to body and shape, declares, that in. 
the course of this enlarged enquiry, he did not disco- 
ver any instance of such conduct in the subject of 
these memoirs*. 

But, forsooth, in consequence of the protection* 
she had from the Duke of York, many persons 
were induced to trust her further than they would 
have done, if it had not been for that protection*. 
Why surely, it required no investigation to disco- 
ver this* Mrs. Clarke, like the moon, (asking; 
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pardon of Madam Diana for the comparison) de- 
rived all the lustre she possessed in Gloucester 
Place from the sun of royalty r This his Royal 
Highness must have Been aware of from the Very 
first ; and to represent it as a discovery conse~ 
quent upon an important investigation, or a mo* 
tive for the Duke of York's withdrawing his pro- 
tection from his favorite mistress, is absurd* in» the 
extreme* 

Mr. Adam- deserves every credit! for the exertion* 
he has made to* save the character of the late jlius*- 
triou* Commander in? Chiefs particularly as his 
exertions loafer been* perfectly gratuitous, but he 
should not have made this unfounded attack upon 
the character of a female no longer under the pro- 
tecting shield of royalty— thrown at large upon 
the wide ocean of life, and exposed to all the rude 
attacks of a merciless world. 

Nor does this threat said to have been made by __ 
Mrs. Clarke's hvftband, appear by any means 
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to be a sufficient reason for his Royal HighnetsY 
deserting the object of bis warm ejections. 

What had hie Royal Highness to dread from* 
the consequences of such a threat ? exposure ? 
No ; surely his living with Mw, CAarlte was id- 
ready a matter of sufficient notoriety ; n«* can his 
Royal Highness have been very solicitous about 
concealing it, having placed her upon a magnifi- 
cent establishment in Gloucester Place, and know- 
ing, as he must, that it was wily through the coun- 
tenance she received from him, that she could fee 
enabled to support such an establishment. 

As to any serious rasult that could awe from? 
an action of crjro, con,. under sjwh circwnat*»c«s, 
the idea i* too abs* rd to be e^itertained iW a m<K 
meat ; pr even f^rottipg that any thing was to be 
feared from such a result, ft tiouJd not be waalmuV 
off by his leaving her, nor rendered more alarming: 
by bis cQntinuing the connection. 

Perhaps the torch of leva, which blazed so* 
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fiercely at one period r may by 4bis time have 
nearly burnt out; but this doe* not appear to 
have been the case,, for several months elapsed, . 
during the progwessef this investigation, during 
Which time no alteration appeared in his Royal' 
HighnessV conduct to Mrs, Clarke ; and the se- 
paration seems to have been forced upon- him by. 
some strong necessity. 

What tills necessity was* is now the only point 
that*reinafM to be settied ; we, for our own part, 
do not find that any strong case has been made 
oat, if the discovery of Mrs* Clarke's military 
transactions be not admitted. 

Of what does Mr. Adam accuse Mrs. Clarke? 
What in the course of his elaborate investigation 
has he discovered that can affect her character ^ 
Why, forsooth, the naughty woman told fibs — she 
said she was married at Berkhampstead, instead 
of St. Fanera*— abe saMkber husband was related 
taMiw Alderaaft Clarke, wktn he wm mi 
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the son of a man of property and respectability,—^ 
this is all. 

No, No* Mr. Adam,, this will not do;— there 
must have been some other more substantial 
ground for this separation, which appears so hos- 
tile to the Royal Duke's feelings ; only your hav- 
ing said the contrary, only the deference that must 
be paid to your unimpeached honor, can induce 
the British nation to believe, that the true result 
of your investigation was not the growing notori- 
ety of Mrs. Clarke's military transactions, which 
were likely to affect the character of his Royal 
Highness in so serious a manner. 

The following notes will serve ta illustrate Bow 
far it was an extinction of passion that led to* the 
separation^ 

No. &. 

"Id* not know what you mean*; f have- 
never authorised any body to plague or disturbs 
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you, and therefore you may be perfectly at your 
ease on my account." 

No, £. 

" Inclosed I send you the money which 
you wished to have for your journeyr 

'* Inclosed, my Darling receives the note at- 
well as the money, which she should have had 
some days ago- 

" My Darling shall have the ticket for the 
box the moment I go home. , 

God bless you." 



These notes were addressed to George Far* 
sjuhar, Esq. 

These notes were written subsequent to the se- 
paration—the latter when the Duke transmitted 
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200k ftr her journey* Mr. Adam, Blue says,, 
thought one hundred enough . 

From hence it appears, that' after all the exer- 
tions of the disinterested Mr. Adam, the intelli- 
gent Mn- Greenwood, and the minutely official 
Colonel Gordon ; after all the ixmiute enquiries 
by Messrsi Lowton and Wilkinson ; after having 
spent nearly twelte months in lingering delibera- 
tion, before the Duke could screw hts courage to • 
the sticking place, and copy the dreadful letter of 
Greenwood,, which was a substitute for the ap- 
pearance of his Royal Highness to dinner in 
Gloucester Place, the •canse of love shielded his 
votary against this mighty phalanx, consisting of 
Adam, Greenwood, Gordon, Lowton, and a whole 
host of theDuke's special attackee*, who possibly 
might be jealous of the su^ior^ttractiotisoflove - 
to those of interest and the mere formalities of 
office, — these therefore- were the Mentors who ' 
pasted the Triettradru* Attn? the foskv 
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We have seen, that a* mail the greater depart- 
ments of church and state,, this lady had an inter* 
est ; thus, in smaller matters, she had so com- 
pletely dubbed herself directress, and secured tha 
very soul of her Caesar, that her taste was consult-, 
ed upon the beauty of a puppy ^ and the character 
of a solicitor.. 

We shall here suigoin the other letters rf his- 
Koyal Highness to Mrs. Clarke, after separation,, 
that have transpired.. 

[The following letters were read :] 

No. 1. 

" Without being informed to whatanuountyou* 
** may wish for assistance, it is impossible for me 
" to say how &r it is>in my power to he .of use to* 
u you. 

" Friday Morning." 

Addressed : 
" Mrs. Clarke, 
u No. 9, Old Burlington-street.!*' 
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No. 2. 

" If it could be of the least advantage to either 

" of us, I should not hesitate in complying with 

" your wish'to see me - r but as a meeting must, I 

" should think, be painful to both of us, under 

n the present circumstances, I must decline it»" 

Addressed : 
« Mrs. Clarke, 
u No. 18, Gloucester-place* 
" Portman-squareJ > 



No. 3. 

* October, 21, 18061 

•* It is totally out of my power to be able to* 

w gi Te y ou th* assistance which you seem to ex- 

* pect. 

" October ftl, ISOG. S.E. 

A 24 

806 

Addressed r 
** Mrs. Clarke, Southampton*. 
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No. 4. 

*' I enter fully into your sentiments concerning 
" your children, but cannot undertake what I am 
u not sure of performing. 

" With regard to Weybridge, I think that you- 
" had better remove your furniture, and then di- 
" rect the person who was employed to take the House? 
" to give it up again* 
Addressed : 

" Mrs. Clarke, 
" No. 18, Gloucester-place,. 
" Portman-square." 



The following was the annunciation of th* 
, Duke's determination, consequent upon Lowton's 
investigation, sent to Mrs. Clarke in the hand 
writing of Mr. Greenwood* 

[The letter was read.} 
u You must recollect the occasion which obJi^ 
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w ged me, above seven months ago, to employ 
** my Solicitor in a suit with which I was thei* 
u threatened on your account; the result of those 
" enquiries first gave roe reason to form an unfa** 
" vorable opinion of your conduct ; you cannot 
" 'therefore accuse me of rashly m, hastily decid- 
M ing against you: but after the proofs which- 
" have at last been brought fanrand to me, and: 
" which it is impossible Jar yon to ocmtrorert, l 
M owe it to my own character and situation to- 
" abide by the resolution which 1 have taken r 
M and from which it is impossible for me to re* 
w cede. An interview between us mirst be a pain- 
" ful task to both, and can be of no possible ad— 
" vantage to you ; I therefore must decline it. 
« May, 1806/' 

" Copy of a note supposed to have been written 
bf the D .!> 



The following 1 is a satement made by Colonel* 
QE^ahonih &e Heine of Commons, relative to< 
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Airs, Clarke's conduct subsequent to the separfe* 
tion — with Mrs. Clarke's* answefc. 



.JOHN M'MAHON* Esq. a Member of the 
House, attending at his place* made the £ofe» 
lowing Statement* 

To my extreme astonishment, I found my 
name alluded to by the Lady who has just been 
examined at the Bar ; 1 cannot tell for what pos- 
sible purpose she has alluded to me ; I have no- 
thing to offer to this committee, that has the least 
•relevance, or can throw the smallest light upoa 
arvy subject whatever, that the Honourable Gen-* 
tleman has brought before the consideration of 
this House. In consequence of an anonymous, 
note that was written to His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, promising very important com- 
munications, I did, at the command of the Prince, 
lightly as he treated the note, nevertheless call at 
No. 14, Bedford-row, Russell-square, where the 
note was dated from. Upon going there, the wo- 
man who opened the door, and from whom I. 
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thought I saw much that told me she had put that 
note into the penny-post or the twopenny post 
herself, I asked her the name of the lady of the 
bouse, that I wanted to see ; she desired me to 
tell my name; I told her 1 could give her no 
name, but produced the note, which she immedi- 
ately remembered to have put into the twopenny 
post, and said it was written by her Mistress. I 
was then conducted into the bouse, into a parlour, 
where certainly there were a great many of those 
morocco concerns, which she has mentioned be- 
fore, for there were ten chairs I think set round 
the table, from the supper or the dinner of the 
day before ; after remaining some time, I was 
conduced up stairs, where I saw the lady, whose 
name I was told to *be Farquhar. The lady in 
perfect good humour came out and received ma ; 
and I held the note I was possessed with, as my 
credentials, for her communicating whatever she 
might think fit to tell a third person, not pressing 
he* to any communication which she ought not to 
give to me. She told me, that she would commu- 
nicate nothing to a third person; I then told her 
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that it was impossible that I could hold up any 
expectation of an interview with such a person as 
the one to whom the letter was addressed, unless 
she gave me some clue!, or some plausible pre- 
tence for it, and that I had no idle curiosity to 
gratify. She then entered into a conversation of 
so general and so extraordinary a nature, that I 
mm confident this House would not for one mo- 
ment entertain it, because the tendency and inten- 
tion of it was to make bad blood between two il- 
lustrious Brothers, whose affections could never 
be shaken by any such representation, at least I 
am confident that the illustrious person I have 
the pride and glory to serve and love, would be 
incapable. She then told me she would shew me 
letters to prove and to establish, that ttiere was a 
hatred on one part to the other ; I declined seeing 
any letters ; she then &atd, I would commit those 
letters to you, for the persusal of the illustrious 
Personage; to which l r as my hounden duty and 
firm conviction, said, if they were lying at his feet, 
he would scorn to look at one of them. In this 
interview, at first, I stated that I thought she was 
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a friend of Mrs* Clark* J she said, Certainly she 
knew Mrs. Clarke extremely intitirately, that 
there was nobody she loved and regarded as she 
did Mrs. Clarke; that she perfectly knew" her. 
She then asked me if I knew Mrs. Clarke ; I said 
I do net. ." Bayou know her, Sit, by person ?'* 
f said, I believed not. " De )*ou know her by 
character;" Yes, said I, her fame is very cele- 
brated ; and I have heard of Mrs. Clarke, but 
know nothing of her myself. She asked me then 
what I knew; I said, it -certainly was not to her 
advantage ; but I had heard the Duke of York 
had been very generous to her, and that she had 
not been very grateful on her part ; but that wag 
only from information I had received. She then 
proceeded to state, what I throw myself on the 
consideration of the House, as it might be the ef- 
fect of passion, and appeared to me a disposition 
to gratify her revenge by representations that I 
do not think the House would for a moment per- 
mit me to expose, when it went to a tendency to 
make bad blood between two Brothers. We then 
proceeded. I soon after said, " I am speaking to 
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Mrs. Clarke herself:" I thought so, from several 
things she told me, that I wish not to repeat; I 
*aid, " I am confident 1 am addressing myself to 
Mrs. Clarke herself;" She laughed, and said, 
<€ I am Mrs. Clarke." I then begged her a thou- 
sand pardons for the portrait I had drawn, but * 
disclaimed being the painter. ■" I am sure you 
are not, for it was Adam and Greenwood that 
gave you my character." We then proceeded, 
till she made a statement, that I have no hesita- 
tion in declaring to this Committee did, in its 
Statement, appear such -as I could with honour 
and character entertain and listen to ; that, un- 
der every compassionate feeling and sentiment, I 
felt no indisposition to listen to and entertain. 
She stated to me, that Mr. Adam had called upon 
her, and in a very firm, but steady manner, told 
her, that the Duke of York was determined to 
separate from her", but that if she retired into 
the country, and cood noted herself with propriety 
and decorum, he would allow her 4001. a year; 
that she had accordingly so retired into Devonshire 
for several months, but failing to receive the re- 
i 
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mittances the expected, she had been driven to 
town for. the purpose of gaining her arrear, and 
placing her annuity upon a more regular mode 
of payment ; that if that condition was complied 
with, by the payment of her arrear, and of secu- 
ring the punctuality of it to her in future, his 
Royal Highness should never hear any more 
•bout her. Upon the fairness of this statement, 
supposing it to be true, (I do net pretend to say 
what my opinion of it waft) 1 said, if your state* 
aent, Mrs. Clarke, is correct and orthodox, I wiU 
certainly wait upon Mr. Adam, and state it to 
him* to know where the objection lies to the pay- 
mint of your annuity. That was in the month of 
July last. Mr. Adam had gone, two days after I 
saw Mrs. Clarke, into Scotland, end had not re- 
turned when I came back to London in October, 
therefore I never saw him, but at the persuasion* 
of Mrs. Clarke, by a tetter she wrote to me, she 
saying that his Royal Highness was prepared to 
hear what I had to say, as she had told it to him. 
I had the honour of waiting upon the Duke of 
York, and telling his Royal Highness- exactly N 
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what she had stated, not pretending to vouch for 
its veracity in any shape* whatever. His Royal 
Highness's immediate and prompt answer to me 
wither conduct is so abominable, that I will 
Hear nothing* at aH about her. Any thing I cottW 
possibly offer after what I have now said would 
be superfluous ; there is the conclusion, that is 
the epilogue of any thing I have to state ; and* as 
to any question thought proper by the honourable 
gentleman, or any circumstances he has cited or 
remarked upon, I am as ignorant as a man un- 
born. 



. The following is an extract from Mrs. Clarke's 
examination,, with the notes of Colonel M'Mahon, 
which Mw. Clarke laid before the House agree* 
bly to her promise. 

Do you know Colonel M'Mahon *— -Yes, 

. Did you ever write an anonymous letter to his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales ?— I wrote a 
few lines to his Royal Highness the Prince of 

I 3 
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Wales, stating that a person wished to see him, 
and Colonel M'Mahon called. 



Did you sign your own name, at any name, to 
those few lines which you sent to the Prince of 
Wales ? — It was only, a few lines without any. 
same, .and Colonel M'Mahon called in conse- 
quence, and when the servant opened the door, 
he asked, who kept the house; Mrsv Farquhar, 
that was my mother* When he came up. stairs 
into the drawing room, he said, Mrs. Farquhar, 
how do you do ; what is the business ; I told 
him, that I wished to seethe Prince of Wales, and 
after a few minutes conversation, Colonel M*Ma- 
hon found that I was Mrs. Clarke ; he then pro- 
mised to communicate the message to the Prince, 
and the next day brought me -a very civil message 
from his Royal Highness, stating that he was ex- 
tremely sorry he was obliged to go out of town to 
Brighton, which he did do that morning, that it 
was impossible for him to interfere, that he had a 
very great respect for me, was sorry for the man- 
ner in which I had been treated, and that Colonel 
M'Mahon might use bis influence with the Duke 
of York to be the bearer of any message that 
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might be the means of making peace ; but that it 
wad a very delicate matter for his Royal Highness* 
to interfere with his brother; Several- notes pas* 
aed between Colonel M'Mahon and me, and seve- 
ral interviews. He mentioned to mej that he 
aad seen his Roy aV Highness the Duke of York at) 
•ne time, I think in July, that the Duke of York 
asked him, if I wa* not very much exasperated 
against him, and if I did not use very strong Ian* 
guage r and abuse him. Colonel M-'Mahon said, 
a,uite the contrary > Sir,. I assure you ; Mrs. Clarke 
is very mild towards you, and she lays the whole 
a£ the blame on Mr^ Adam y he said, she is very 
right, I will see into her affairs. That was the, 
and of the fiist message.. I think the last mes- 
'sage that Colonel M'Mahon brought me was, 
that he could not bring his Royal Highness to any 
terms at all,- to any sort of meaning concerning 
the debts, and although I had behaved so very 
handsome towards his Royal Highness,, and had 
exacted nothing but his* own promises to be put 
in execution, or even, to take the sum that was 
due to me upon the annuity and pay the trades-- 
13. 
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men, and then I would kit his Royal Highness off 
of the debts, as that perhaps would satisfy them; 
that he considered it as very fats, and very he* 
aoorable, and very liberal, or he wonld not have 
been the bearer of those messages ; and be said, 
he esteemed me very much, from the character I 
bove among my female acquaintances that he wa# 
intimate with, I mean women of character, and 
lor the services I had done to many poor young; 
man within his knowledge. 

I wiH bring seme of bis notes, or gUetbem ta> 
Colonel Wardle, to ixe vead hen? to-morrow, fa* 
corroborate what I have stated* 

*« Monday Morning. 
" Colonel M'Mahon presents his best complU 
%c ments to Mrs. Clarke, and had only yesterday 
«« the pleasure to receive her note of Thursday 
« last, for although he has returned to town for 
" the season, as his head-quarters, he makes two 
" or three days excursions from it as often as he 
" can, and it was during one of those that Mrs. 
<« Clarke's note arrived, otherwise it should not 
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" have bo long remained unanswered. Col. M. 

" will take the first forenoon he possibly can to 

" wait on Mrs. Clarke in the course of this 

« week" 

Addressed: 
« Mre. Clarke, 
" No. 14, Bedford-Place, Bloomsbury." 



(Private) " Wednesday Morning. 

" I should be most happy to bring about your 
«• wishes, and render you any service with the 
** D. of Y. but I have not been able to see him 
•* since Thad tlie pleasure of seeing you; and I 
u understand he goes to Windsor to-day and 
" stays till Friday, when I will try all in my 
" power to seek an audience on your busiuess, 
« but am obliged to go out of town myself until 
" that day. A thousand thanks for the loan of 
" your seal, from which I have had an lmpressta 
" taken, in remembrance of your BprighOy device. 
"Everyotn'f 

u Mrs. Farqutar, J. jyf , 

44 14, Bedford-Place, Russel-sqHare," 
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We have now armed at the conclusion of onvr 
important task. We have presented our readers* 
with a faithful narrative of the life: of Mrs. Clarke r 
from the best authorities we have been able to collect* 

We have, with the impartial hand of truth, gone 
through that body of evidence which the late im- 
portant enquiry has produced : we have not touched 
lightly on the subject: we have given it pretty 
much at large, for it is that alone which has given 
celebrity to our heroine, and had it never been pro- 
duced, public curiosity would never have called 
upon us for the production of these memoirs. 

. We declared, at the outset of the present work r 
that we had no intention to pronounce judgement 
upon the question at issue between his Royal High- 
ness the Duke of York and the British public ; nor 
have we done so, — but we feel it a duty incumbent 
upon us to offer our candid opinion upon the whole 
matter,\vhich we here offer for our reader's inspection^ 
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We leave, in a great measure,' to such of our. 
Bishops and churchmen, who prefer the interests of- 
religion and morality to the mammon of this world,, 
and such we undoubtedly have, to enlarge upon the 
vices of the illustrious personage, now so much' the 
object of general conversation, and to point out the* 
baneful influence of pernicious example so exalted,, 
upon public morals and public decency- This- is> 
not our province. A- character like hk> RbyaH 
Highness the Duke, of York,, bom* in* the lap* of/ 
luxury r of wealth,, and* profusion^ surrounded Ifronn 
his. birth, by those who are too apt- to administer* 
any thing rather, than the wholesome draught of good 
counsel* who are too prone to flatter and encourage 
those passions* which they ought to check, and, ifv 
possible, to smother;, such a character is necessarily/ 
surrounded by many temptatations. . 

We are impressed with a- conviction-, that fidelity , 
to -the marriage contract is the chief bond that holds' 
society together. In>proportion^as this sacred tie is 
trampled upon, we degenerate towards a state of 
primitive rudeness and barbarity. But whilst we 
x 6 
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contend for the inviolability of the conjugal engage- 
ment, we contend also that the knot of Hymen 
should never be tied but by the bands of lore. 

Alas f who can say that this is die case in the 
present generation, who takes but a casual survey .of 
public maimers. Interest » the idol to which every 
affection of tfce hearths sacrificed. Parents* in the 
exercise of that control which -they necessarily must 
have over the conduct of their children, tbmk not 
off what is most agreeable to their dispositions' £e 
mweh a* what they themselves deem most^Hgftte. 



K any ape enMtted to* ow pity in tba respee* i 
than others, they must be the -sons and -daughters of 
Boyahy. Itorhichten to many. out of a <eerta£tt 
rank, political interests, ev the wflt of a beloved 
parent may often induce them to form a nuptial 
engagement trt which the heart hat no share. 
Nature, who will not strffer her power to he in- 
sulted by human authority, never fefls, e* some 
occasions, to exert her -sway, and to awaken those 
latent sympathies w!m& fie Mdden in the secret- 



Her diamonds were in pawn for eHKJl. with 
Bjrkett's, and she released them out of the money 
which Mr. Dowler gave her for his appointments; 

Mr. Percival has stated, by authority of the Duke 
of York, that during her residence m Gloucester* 
Place, his Royal Highneis, in different ways, ex- 
pended fifteen thousand pounds upon Mrs. Clarke; 
fart eve* admitting tlris statement to be correct, how 
could this sum he sufficient during a period of three 
years, to support an establishment, which Lord 
Jfcikstofie has declared he could not maintain 
under 10,9001. per amain* 

Hoc the last three mouth* of her firing wkk the 
Dnhev hen&e^aikaitcedherftsiBgle farthing j she 
was motor thru thomaml pound* io debt when the 
establishment in Gloucester-Place broke up; th* 
Dttkeof Vaok, we mast add, fiea the testimony of 
Mrs. Clarke, gave her 5001. wtea she fiat wvat *»< 
Gloucester-Place, which was laid out in linen and 
other, .articles, aad previous to dissolving the £on- 
nt£tioo,, he ga*e hci Hut leais} of the Jw&ar; bus 



184 AUTHENTIC MEMOIRS Of 

upon the sale of this, when she had paid 7001. to tfce 
servants, and the poorer tradesmen, and Mr. Harry? 
Phillips had deducted 4 or 500U lor his commis- 
sion, there was no balance coming to her. 

Admitting these facts, who can accuse Mrs* 
Clarke of selfishness or rapacity. 

The grand question now presents itself— how did 
Mrs.. Clarke support the establishment in Glou- 
cester-Place? When asked. by the committee of the 
House of Commons how she obtained the money for 
that purpose, she answers, with great, aofoefe, " Some 
of the money has come before the House, and M* 
manner in which I wed to get it? and- upon being- 
questioned as to howsooajshe began ttuese practices* . 

she replies, "1 neves began it till I felt distressed,. 

* 

and the hints I had. from, his Royal Highness ^ he • 
told me tfotlhadidmdyfim^mteretftimjtheCiitee^ 
had, and that 1 might me &2 

It has been said,, that 999 out of every thousand- 
individuals in the British nation^ would be found ofV 
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opinion that his Royal Highness the Duke of York, is 
guilty of the charges that have been brought against 
hkn by Mr* Wardle* We must own that the result) 
of those popular meetings, which have hitherto* 
taken place on the subject, gp very much in confir- 
mation of this assertion* 

When Mr. Wardte introduced the subject of the* 
inquiry, much satisfaction was professed by Mrj 
Canning, Mr. Yorke, Mr. Perceval, and various- 
members, on each side of the house,, and much* 
exultation at the anticipated result, — the complete- 
exculpation of the Commander in Chief. Mr*. 
Yorke, in particular, expressed his joy " at seeing; 
the charges brought forward at last in a " tangible 
shape" These charges have assumed a " tangible 
shape" with a. witness; and what has been proved, 
at the bar, is sufficient to turn the joy of these gen- 
tlemen into mourning. 

, It has been proved— That Mrs. Clarke, kept & 
most expensive establishment at Gloucester-Place * 
and that she farther had an establishment at Wey- 
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•ridge, adjoining Oatiands Park, die cotmtry resi- 
dence of the Duke, It has been proved— That Mrs* 
Clarke was m the habit of receiving considerable 
sums from persons to induce her to procure) by her 
influence, promotions hi the army, and places in- 
different departments under government : in various 
instances her exertions appear to have been attended 
with success. It hat been prvted—Thcit applications 
veto made to iter respecting ctarck perfennents (in 
the cues of Mr. leazeley, Mr. ©lasse, and Br. 
OWeara). JCf has been proved on the unwitting bwt 
Ufmnpeachttble evidence of Dr. Thynne^ and Mp, 
Knight, that application* wa* made tar Mrs. Clarfee 
to expedite, fcy * her supposed influence wi& hw 
Royal Highness,*' an exchange for Col. Knight; 
that the exchange was almost immediately effected, 
and thai Mrs. €. received 9901. for her services, 
.ft to fee* praoei — That Mrs.C. received a conside- 
rable sum for her " suppose inflaenee* m procuring 
a levy for Col. French. That the Duke was ac- 
quainted with some of the particulars respecting this 
business, appears from the evidence of Miss Taytoiy 
who notwithstanding the severity with which sbe> 
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hat been teeated by Mr. Perceval, for a supposed 
mistake, which turned out to be his own, "her 
character and claims to credit," Mr. W. Smith, 
with other members, declared, <l were yet unshaken/' 
•—From her evidence it appears, that in a conver* 
saition at which the witness was present, in answer to 
a question fcom Mr. C. the Dake replied — 4l I 
am worried with Col. French's levy ; but Ao», Dar- 
ling does he behave toyoitf Mrs. C. answered, But 
indifferently, very raiding; on which the Duke 
said — Then Col, French had better take core of- 
himself, or I shall cut up him and his levy too? It 
hen been peeved on the evidence of Gen. Clavering, 
(who in volunteering his service to impeach the 
veracity of Mrs. Clarke, has most completely dis- 
played his own foHy) that he applied to her to 
obtain leave " to raise a regiment of volunteers out 
of the militia, and offered her 10001. should he 
receive his appointment J * It has been proved in the 
case of Mr. Dowler,— That he paid Mrs. €. 10001. 
for her supposed service in procuring him the 
valuable place of commissariat. It has been proved 
from the letters of Mr. EMerton, and several other 
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person^ who paid Mrs- C, different surns of money 
that they considered her as the instrument by which 
their objects, were procured. It has-been proved, — 
That Samuel Carter, Mrs. C's footman, who- had 
been used to wait at table, stand behind her carriage, 
and perform a variety of offices in common with* 
her other servants,, was at the age of 1& elevated to 
an ensigncy r and that he is now an. offices on the 
staff. Carter's letters to Mrs. Clarke r shew in? 
grateful language, that he considered himself as- 
indebted to her for his advancement.. 

We have purposely omitted noticing any case the- 
truth of which depends merely on the evidence, of 
Mrs. Clarke. She has,, indeed,, throughout all her 
tedious and severe examinations, and crossex'ami- 
nations, persisted in the declaration, with which, 
she set out, that " the Duke was acquainted with 
the whole of her transactions respecting, the disposal, 
of commissions " On her last examinations she 
confirmed the account she had before given, respect- 
ing her practice of " pinning up at the head of her 
bed a list of promotions, and the Duke of York's* 



NHS. MAUT AWS CLARKE. 199 

drawing tip Hie curtains, taking down the list, 
reading it over, observing that he would do every 
one by degrees, patting it in his pocket book, &c." 
The inconsistencies which have been noticed in Mrs. 
Clarke's conduct, such as having at times described 
herself as a widow, assumed false names, &c. are 
such as might naturally be expected from a person 
of her manner of life. With respect to the essential 
parts of her evidence, there certainly have not 
appeared greater inaccuracies tban in the evidence 
given by some honourable gentlemen, who in the' 
course of the inquiry have found it requisite to 
cornet some particulars of their statements previously 
given. How far the evidence of Mrs. Clarke, in 
its most important parts, is confirmed' by the~ 
•evidence of others whose characters are unim- 
peachable, remains for the judgment of the public. 

On the close of the examination, which would 
alone fill a large volume, a motion was made by Mr. 
Wardle frr an address to the King, to dismiss the' 
Duke from his situation of Commander in Chief, 
and Captain General, was solemnly argued for the 
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unprecedented period of six days, during which, all 
the eloquence and talents of the country were dis- 
played. The speakers on the side of the people 
were, Messrs. Wardle, Burdett, Whitbread, Wilber* 
force, Bankes, Bathurst, Wynne and Smith, and 
the Lords Folkstone, Milton, Petty, and Temple j 
and on the side of the Puke, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the Attorney and Solicitor General, the 
late and present Secretary of War, the Welsh Judge 
Burton, Mr. Secretary Canning, and some other 
members or connections of administration. 

Three amendments were moved, by the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, by Mr. Bankes, and Mr. 
Bathurst. 

At length there appeared on a dWision for Mr. 
Wardle's address, 126 against it. 

For the Chancellor of the Exchequer's amend- 
ment 278, and against it 196. For Mr. Ba&kesV 
amendment l$g,. and against it SfMr. 
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But on the interval, between the adjourned de- 
bate on Mr. Bathurst's amendment, the Duke of 
York RESIGNED HIS OFFICE, and thus was 
terminated the struggle. 

If his Royal Highness had remained in office 
till the full extent of his- merits had been discussed, 
he might, probably, have undergone a rebuke* 
which would not only have rendered bis continuance 
in office mosf indecent, but have drawn the public 
vigilance for ever after towards thou habits which' A* 
has given us no fledge f or promise, or even hint of di* 
mussing, habits which of course as they are the 
oldest so they must be the dearest habits of his life, 
and as they are the dearest, will in all human prober 
bility lasf him all his life. A man of his long in- 
dulgences and his gross want of mind, who, without 
self-dignity, without studies, without the least ele* 
gant resource, loathes the placid enjoyments of his 
'father's fire-side, and flies from prostitute to prosti- 
tute for what he calls " the happiness of life," is not 
likely to give up his pleasures for wisdom he <Jo«s 
not understand, and virtues he never practised. If 
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such a man as Johnson was making vows to get nip 
^arly till he was past seventy and never could ac- 
complish them, if the great Addison took to petty 
xhabits of drinking on account of a stupid wife who 
disregarded liim, if Peter the Great could never 
conquer his fits of anger, in short, if tike greatest 
men, who in their several tracks have shewn such 
an eager thirst for glory, could not get rid t>f the 
little passions that perpetually turned them aside to 
baser streams, what in the name of reason and ex- 
perience is to be said for the Duke of York, except 
that he has none of their wisdom, und therefore as 
far as his folly goes has a better excuse for his vices? 
We think Mrs. Clarke had a -very g#od opportunity of 
understanding his Royal Highness ? s character, and 
it was not the least memorable of her observations 
on liim when she said, that were he compelled to 
Jive at'Oatlands, iie would cut his throat. What 
rhereis at Oatlands to render it a cave of despair we 
know not, or how far a prince who lives with his 
wife has a reasonable ground of suicide; but this 
we know, that there is an obstinate pride in folly 
which endears its erro*s to it the more they are 
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printed out, and that a man of weak head, who lias, 
been quaffing one intoxicating draught till he is 
forty-five will most likely he drunk all his life. That 
his Royal Highness has resigned is certainly an ex- 
cellent thing, since it gives us at once the end for 
yriuch the enquiry was instituted ? but this resigna- 
tion, Jike all his other acts* should be shewn in its 
proper light, since a true knowledge of the cause 
will be a much greater btessmg to the nation than 
any effect that has been yet produced*. 

We -shall conclude our observations on this head 
in the energetic words of • Dr; South, which we 
wish were engraved on the heart of every Prince, 
atod, in short* of every man in a public station.— 
" The wicked) vicious, and scandalous examples of 
persons ia place and power, are strong temptation* U* 
sin. For amongst the prime motives of human 
actions, next to laws, most reckon examples, and 
some place examples above them; for although 
there may be a greater authority in laws, yet there 
is a greater force, because a greater suitableness, tti 
examples ; and then experience shews, that is not 

K 
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*o much what -commands, as what agrees, which 
'gains upon the affection an4 the affections, me 
mil kno\y, are the .grand springs aad principles of 
"action* So that if a Prince, for instance, gives " 
himself up to lewdness and undeanness, there is 
•no doubt but whoring will soon come into fashion, 
and that he will quickly find more by a great many 
to follow him ia Ito lusts,- than to obey htm in his 
laws! .. If a prince fce a breaker of his word, 
•his oath, or his solemn promise, it may prove 
a shrewd temptation to others to do the like 4>y1uni« 
And then he may thank his own example, if he 
-suffers by the imitation. If a clergyman be noted 
for sensuality, covetousnes, or ambition, he may 
preach his heart out 4a behalf of the contrary 
"virtues^ and all to no purpose.; for still his example 
will be a stronger temptation to the sin, than his 
doctrine can be an enforcement of the duty* 

*' Hie sins of Princes and Priests arc of a 
spreading, and a reigning contagion; and though 
aaturaHy they ace no more than the acts of particular 
f>ersons, yet virtually and consequently, they are 
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often the sins of a whole community. And if so, 
good God ! What .huge heaps 'of foul guilt must lie 
at such sinners doors i 

" For every person of ndte, pmuer, and p lace, 
living inan open violation of any one of God's laws, 
holds up a Hag of defiance against heaven, and 
calls in all about him, to fight under his lewd 
banner against God, and his express commands ; and 
so, (as it were), by a kind of homage and obedience, 
to be as vile and wicked as himself; and when it 
Comes to this, then all the villanies, which were 
committed by others in the strength and encourage- 
ment of his devilish example, will be so personally 
charged upon his account, and as a just debt exact- 
ed of him to the utmost farthing 1" 

It is not to be supposed, however, that the 
resignation of the Commander in Chief can possibly 
put a stop to the spirit of patriotism and inquiry 
which has gone forth on this occasion* It is not too 
much to say, that, notwithstanding the present 
k 2 
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inquiry is closed, all eyes, as it were, remain fixed 
upon Mis* Clarke, Mr. Wardle, and his friends; 
•while their enemies have scarcely a single advocate 
all over the kingdom. The outrages committed 
upon the publick purse and upon the public feeling, 
have been, too daring to be easily forgotten. Mrs* 
Mary Anne Clarke, although she has changed -W 
splendid residence in Gloucester-Place, for a more 
humble dwelling in WestbourneJPlace, Chelsea, is 
still regarded as the original occasion of the good 
that has already resulted to the public. Much to 
Mrs. Clarke's credit, she has long supported an 
aged mother: her children, two girls and a boy, 
are still living; they have also been provided forty 
their mother, whose means for continuing this care, 
will no doubt be increased ty the additional eola* 
"which she has acquired* 

Colonel Wardle, Who lias so justly partaken o* 
the public approbation, as a parliamentary men has 
been hitherto rather obscure. He is a native of 
Cheshire, and possesses a considerable fortune* 
During the insurrection in Ireland, lie feerved as 
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lieutenant-colonel in the regiment under Sir Wat- 
kin Williams Wynne. In fact, he was only returned 
to Parliament for the Borough of Oakhamptoiv 
in 1807* Thus, though a stripling in the war 
ef words, yet* excepting Sir Francis Burdett and 
his few friends* Colonel Wardle has done more 
towards bringing down the Goliath of Corruption-* 
than all the rest of the parliamentary phalanx joined 
together. 

He is now, after his labours* enjoying his well*- 
earned feast of applause. The city of Westminster 
has voted its thanks to him and the minority whick 
supported his motion*. 

The first corporation in the kingdom have voted? 
tike same gentleman their freedom in a gold box* 
value 100 guineas*, and have accompanied their 
vote with resolutions, declaring that Cot. Wardle 
has proved his charges against the Duke of York, 
and effected his removal from the important situa- 
tion he lately held.. 

x S 
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We will not press any further so delicate a sub- 
ject; but indulge a hope that the late enquiry, 
painful as it may have been to the feelings of our 
beloved Sovereign, and to other illustrious indi- 
viduals, deeply as it must have concerned every 
British heart, may yet produce the most salutary 
effects for our country* 
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The following Letters having been, handed about 
society they have come into our possession, and we 
here insert them as models of amatory epistles for 
the sons of rank and fashion. 

** My Dear Mary Anne*. 
u I am engaged this evening to play at whist wifo 
Old Snuffy : the moment I can escape from the set I 
will fly to the dear embraces of my beloved darling.. 



*My Dearest, Dearest, Dear,. 

"How can I sufficiently express my love to jbu 
for you* kind note of this morning : expect me by 
nine, I will fly sooner if there is the least possibi- 
lity of escaping from the beings I ana now with*. 
**•• shall be attended to because my darling wishes 
it. Adieu, a long adieu, for eight long hours, and 
then for, the loved embraces, of my dearest dear. 
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MRS. CLARKE'S MEMOIRS. 

So various have been the reports respecting this 
publication and its suppression, that before we take 
leave of our readers we present them with the fol- 
lowing particulars relative to it, drawn from sources 
of undoubted authority. 

Mrs. Clarke called on Sir Richard Phillips for 
the purpose of making some arrangement respecting 
the publication of her Memoirs. Sir Richard Phil- 
lips declined to publish the work, for several reasons 
of a private and political nature ; perhaps, not 
choosing to expose himself to pbblic notice, as the 
publisher of a work which was likely to create much 
political interest, at least while the novelty of tfco 
thing lasted. The unqualified, and, we trust, unjust 
reproaches, to which Sir Richard Phillips has of late 
been exposed, have doubtless taught him some use- 
ful lessons of caution and reserve* Though Sir 
Richard Phillips declined to become the purchaser 
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of Mrs. Clarke's MS. he promised, to recommend 
bee to a publisher who would treat he* justly, and li- 
berally. At the same time, Sir Richard, told. Mr* 
Clarke, be conceived, if, she could obtain the «j> 
rears of her annuity from the Duke, and a. legal 
settlement foe the payment of it in future, together, 
with the payment of all debts contracted during her. 
late. connection with his Royal Highness, it would 
mticht better answer her purpose to suppress the pub- 
lication altogether. To this reasonable proposition* 
Mrs. Clarke immediately consented. But adiffi~ 
, oulty arose a*. to the mrajis of making this known 
to such persons as had it in: their, power to carry, the 
plan into, execution. Sir Rkhaxd axoordingty\agreed . 
to open; the business to a certain noble Lord* to* 
whom ..he made known, the projected plan of ac- 
commodation* On this .a string- of; proposition* 
were drawn up, and .assented to by Mrs. Clarke ;. 
and the threatened Menpirft of. this Lady^ written, 
by herself , was a feWn days ago consigned to the . 
iajnes.aj Mr. Oillct^^the printer, . iu. Salisbury-- 
square. 
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Eighteen. thousand copies, with the perusal of 
which the country was to have been indulged, have 
actually been . thus destroyed. Mr. Gillett, . who- 
was to have published the work, has been paid 
15001. and Mrs. Clarke has been most amply in- 
demnified for its suppression, by having ten thou- 
sand pound* paid down, besides being secured hi an 
annuity of 4001, a-year lor herself, and 2001. a- 
year for her two daughters ; her son it also to be 
provided for ! Besides suppressing these u Memoirs,* 
Mrs. Clarke has given up. JVmety Private Letters, 
containing, it js said, anecdotes of " illustrious" and 
noble personages, . of the most curious and even* 
astonishing description* So> after all the talk about 
the purity of the age we live in, it is thought neccs* 
sary to buy up at an immense cost these proofs of 
the corruption and profligacy of the higher order of 
society ! What do you say, Mr. Percival, to this? or 
you, Mr. Adam, who for SO years have been thte 
confidential adviser of the late " illustrious" Com- 
mander in Chief ? like the cant of Jacobinism, the 
cant of " purity** will no longer serve to shield hy- 
pocrisy or shelter knavery, Mrs. Clarke has now 
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enough to support herself and family; if she is not 
wholly lost to decency and decorum, she will retire 
into privacy ; and reflecting upon the folly, the vice, 
and the misery of her past life, endeavour to atone 
for it by setting her children the example of a re- 
formed conduct, such as can alone promise either to 
them or herself security and peace. Mrs. Clarke 
undoubtedly possesses a considerable portion of good 
sense ; let her now use it m the proper way, let her 
learn to respect herself and society, and the publicy 
benefited as they must be by the matters, brought 
to light through her means, will think of her in fu- 
ture with feelings of compassion, if not of respecti 
But if, unmindful of the , past and regardless of the; 
future, she still proceeds in her gay career of 
splendid guilt, she will sink into a vile old age, 
loaded with contempt, and despised even by those 
who think " the honour of a Prince" a sufficient co- 
ver for impudence and vice. 
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FREDERICK THE GREAT 

AKDTJtt 

FAIR MABY ANNE., 

AN HIST01VIC1L BALLAD. 



A chieftain of rank to a Cyprian of fame. 

His addresses most fervently paid, 
Tho' the altar of Hymen had sanction d a claim, 
And his breast had once glow'd with a legaliz'd flame,: 
So sacred, so solemn, that no other dame 

His affections should ever have staid. 

Tho* the hero was great, he was luckless in arms; 

And oft" from the enemy ran, 
By shaking the dice-box he erst* lost his farms,. 
And tho' in one * Venus he met with alarms, 
For Jrim there were others had numberless charms* 

And the Bishop was sunk in <he man. 

♦The lucky die was calltd Varasby the ancients. 
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In vain did the D~ch-ss her graces display* 

In vain the F— d M— sh — 1 entreat, 
Neither H-rs-e G-d-«, nor Q-ds, nor yet levee day, 
Nor reviews, norridottos, nor races, nor pfciy, 
Fix'd bit mind, when intent on an object away, 

Whom he ardently nam'df as his sweet. 

By his sovereign tho' rais'd to distinguished command 

Unlike young Tekmachus' she, 
Voluptuous Pleasure he took by the hand, 
And transform^ by the touch of a Circeao wand, 
He revell'd, and grovelTd, and leagu'd with a band, t 

Who had wallow'd in infamy's mire. 

Surrounded by Syrens^ he never would hear 

The people's admonishing voice, 
To remonstrance he gave but the wax»deafen'd ear,' 
He heeded not counsel, no Mentor waa near, 
And of Jacobin measures ha sure had no fear, 

When a Jacobin* Club was his choice. 

• SeeMr. WhttbrewTf speeefc. 
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Integrity spurn'd, and merit disown'd, 

No captains were found on his listv 
Who, tho' long in the service, in misery groan'd, 
And their direful misfortunes in secret, bentoan'4, . 

Inferiors to those who were proudly enthron'd, 
♦ On the bed-post which F-d-k kist. 

The conjugal tie of affection beside, 

In his letters to fair Mary Anne, 
He avows to be slack, and he ne'er .will divide 
What he feels for his dear tittk darlings with bride/ 
And tho'(cunfd be his' start) to a wife he is ty'd, 

He will yet be as loose as he can* 

Parental respect than a feather or straw, 

It is plain that he valu'd no more, 
When he broke thro' that bond which all others will, 

awe, * 
Acknowledged a sacred inviolate law. ' 
T But with which M diverted the high-season'd maw*. 

Of a raVning and scandalous w — — 

m 

* See Mrs. Clarke's evidence. 

t For which see the title of" snuffy" given to a certain 
personage. 
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"The patriot Virtues' invincible band 

Thro' disgust and dismay had now fled, 
Disquiet and terror now stalk'd o'er the land, 
And tho' popular clamour had lighted the brand, 
No Briton was found to uplift it in hand, 
And all was but murmur and dread. 

At length a bold Cambrian fearlessly came, 

A warrior too as we're told, 
Who pok'd from the embers of Jealousy's flame, 
Such records as fully establish his fame, 
Both 'reckless of terror, and eke not so tame 
^ As to barter his glory for gold. 

The national council's assembl'd in doubt, 

Of the truths which this champion displays, 
Some -worms crept in % and some others^ crept out x 
And they sport on his folly and rashness about, 
While poor Clarke in her evidence all of them flput, 
Yet she gives it correct at her ease, 

* 4 Mr. &-rd-n to wit. 
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Now the minister** muster the blind and the balt^ 

Prepared to withstand the attack ; 
But they're told by a patriot factor of malt, 
In speeches full fraught with the true attic salt, 
That his country with justice would hold him in fault*. 

If he drudg'd as a treasury hack.. 

Sir Francis, the terror of knaves and of fools, 

Is found a true knight in the lists, 
UntutorM in any but liberty's school, 
He knows of no axioms, he knows of no rules-, : 
Such as those which delivered by government tools,. 
Would envelop the case in their mists. 

St Stephen's attracts now the eyes of the land, 

And it's roofs with long speeches rebound, 
When behold the grave Abbot produced in his hand, 
A Duke's royal honour by P— 1 plann'd, 
But Whitbread* oppos'd, and' it now only fann'cf 
The flame which was playing around. 
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Amongst other grave lawyer* who handed the-casey 

A hoar$e<awing* raven is found. 
He wants but theke pAEsoxsfthfrminutes to grace, 
If the witness such partons could possibly trace, , 
What a Judge he will be when he sits in his place, 

Upon distant American ground. 

Stiff prejudice great one's may humble so low, 

As to give them a place m my rhyme t, . 
For we're told that the K— g has aversions to O 
As strong as if ask'd to salute the Pope's toe, 
Ceremonial which ev'ry true Briton must know, 
Is a vile and a. heathenish ttrime. 

* Tis said ibis gentleman croaked to some purpose, at lent 
thmu something ominous in his netting in the largest le- 
gal wigtf Canada. 

t * Still harping on my daughter." BAMUt . 

{Vide!** O'Meira. 
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Let not rubicund F-ll-r, howe'er, be forgot, 

TW by some he is called a black dog,* 
And others, again, have yclepM him a sot, 
(With two bottles of pdtt he'll perform what not) 
Besides, he professes to tame those who trot 
In barren Hibernian bog. 

In vain would the minstrel attempt on the lyi«, 

The praises of those who bppos'd, 
Fit subjects alone to awaken the fire, 
Which dwelt in the numbers of poetry's sire, 
With their object attain'd, they have all they desire^ 

In beholding corruption depos'd. 

The wish of the people at length is obtain'd, 

For an honestmfinority stood* 
Over whom tho' the Ministry 'vantage had gain'd ; 
Yet the Duke was. too wise not to know there re- 

main'd 
The reserve of the country, who always maintain'd 
Their liberties bought with their blood. 

• See his famous speech tm that occasion. 
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Tis said, wAm at sermon oc ever attends, 

And the priest on morality speaks, 
He's observed as if. siting on sharp needle ends ; 
He's both, troubled himself, and he troubles hi* 

friends, 
So much the immaculate word ever tends 

To suffuse th6 fed glow on his cheeks. 

If tradition be true, we are toid that lie goes ^ 

To attend at the Jewish Passover, 
And herpes that some Mcssiah,f yet finder rose, 
Witt redeem Kim from trouble, and end all his 

^¥oes; 
Then restored to command* he will punish his 4 
foes, 
And again be a prodigal lover. 

t Perhaps his locum tenedi Sir Da>icU 
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The red-coated knaves who attempted to bark, 
•From the anpy he swears he will drttm 'em, 

And the profits of Osn- -gh given to Clarke, 

Are no inconvenience* he swears by the ark ; 

fThe benevolent Jew will supply evVy mark* 
And invest him with Urim and ThummunK 

• Why was not General Fergnsaon employed in the' ktc 
expedition, aa be bad served with ancb credit on the same 
ground besVre? * 

t Mr. Goldsmid ': to whom I beg leave to say, in the lan- 
guage of tne Revelations :— * I hove a few things against 
thee, because then bast there then who bold the doctrine of 
Balaam $ who taught Balak to oast a stumbling block before 
the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed onto Idols, and 
to commit fornication." ]jfthy<c.ii Revel. 
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iHnmmer, Printer, SeethinavLane. 
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